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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Since 1948, the contributions from civil society organizations (CSOs) to the Organization of American States (OAS) have gathered momentum and have intensified their role in OAS activities.  In 1999, the Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” which defines the scope of participation of CSOs in the activities of the OAS and its political bodies.  To follow-up on this initiative, in 2001 the Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES 840 (1361/03) “Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” which called for a more active promotion of the participation of CSOs.  Within this framework, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat is striving to advance CSO involvement by facilitating necessary mechanisms to optimize CSO participation.  

The Organization has several mechanisms which have served the individual unit well; however, for CSO participation to reach its most productive potential will require harmonizing these existing mechanisms and regulations facilitating CSO’s involvement.  Therefore, the next step towards stronger CSO participation will gravitate towards harmonizing these mechanisms to raise the standard of CSO participation to a more productive and inclusive level.
This “Review of the Rules of Procedure for Civil Society Cooperation within the Organization of American States” was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to fulfill the mandate of Permanent Council Resolution 840 Article 1.1C, which asks the Secretariat to review, in a single document, “all current provisions of the rules and procedures of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, the specialized conferences, and other organs and agencies that permit participation by CSOs…”  The “Review” aims to explicitly outline the various mechanisms, and the rights, privileges, and limits conferred by them to CSOs in their relations with official OAS activities.

Beginning with registration, all registered CSOs may participate in any OAS conference after notifying the General Secretariat of the name(s) of the representative(s) who will attend the conference.  However, the attendance of closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the meeting in question. 

In this regard, each of the different organs of the OAS (as described in Resolution 840 Article 1.1C) abides by different regulations when cooperating with CSOs.  The break-down of each organ’s idiosyncratic policies have been generally divided into four categories: a) the extent to which CSOs can participate in the political body’s activities; b) specifics on the kinds of documents CSOs may present to the political bodies; c) a precise procedure which CSOs must follow for participation eligibility; and d) the degree of cooperation between the political bodies and CSOs.   The distribution of these policies to all registered CSOs intends to significantly reduce the misunderstanding of CSO participation and allow for more productive cooperation between OAS organs and CSOs.  

The “Review” presents the following provisions on participation of CSOs in the main organs of the Organization regarding CSOs:

· General Assembly: CSOs may participate in the annual General Assembly as “special guests.”  Furthermore, the General Secretariat is to include on the draft schedule an informal dialogue to be official in nature and take place regularly.

· Permanent Council: Meetings of the Permanent Council are to be public unless the chairman decides to close the meeting at the request of any representative.  In addition, the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC) should organize a meeting once a year on a matter of special interest to registered CSOs for broad and substantive dialogue.  

· The Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI): CIDI is to establish new and strengthen existing strategic alliances with civil society and non-governmental institutions including the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI), the Inter-American Committees and Ministerial Meetings.
· The Specialized Conferences: CSOs are able to participate in Special Conferences, closed plenary sessions, and committee meetings when invited to do so by the chairman concerned.  
· The Specialized Organizations: The General Assembly has classified the following organizations as Specialized Organizations, each of which have their own set of regulations for CSO participation and cooperation.  The organizations are: the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Children’s Institute (IACI), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Indian Institute (III), and the Inter American Institution for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).

· The General Secretariat: The General Secretariat provides registered CSOs information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.  

· Inter-American Committees and Commissions: The General Assembly has designated six Inter-American Committees and Commissions, each of which have different regulations for civil society participation and cooperation.  The six are: Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (PCCs), and the Inter-American Committee on Ports.

It is clear that there are several proper mechanisms established that have allowed for increase involvement and partnership, however, for CSO participation to reach its most productive potential will require harmonizing these existing mechanisms and regulations to promote inclusive participation from CSOs.  

The Summits of the Americas Secretariat proudly acknowledges the expansion and positive involvement in CSO participation over the last fifty years; nevertheless, the Secretariat also acknowledges the need to constantly review the rules for CSO participation as the role of the different sections of society evolves into one of public-private partnerships, where the frontiers for each sector are more and more blurry and responsibilities are increasingly shared in the quest for prosperity for all.  

I. INTRODUCTION
Since 1948, the Organization of American States has adopted standards in order o provide forums for the participation of civil society.  Article 53.d of the OAS Charter provides that one function of the Permanent Council shall be to conclude cooperation agreements with other internationally recognized agencies in the Americas.  In 1949, the Permanent Council adopted standards for concluding such agreements, and in 1971 the General Assembly determined the nature of relations between the OAS and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), providing that the latter abide by the Organization’s principles and purposes.  

In 1999, the Permanent Council approved resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities,” which defines the scope of participation of CSOs in the activities of the OAS and its political bodies, including attending meetings of these bodies.  This resolution defines the principles governing the participation of CSOs, the responsibilities of the organs, agencies, and entities of the inter-American system in relation to CSOs, and the requirements that CSOs must meet in the event that they express their desire to be registered. 

In March 2003, the Permanent Council of the OAS approved resolution CP/RES. 840 (1361/03) "Strategies for Increasing and Strengthening Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities," which called for a more active promotion of the registration process and participation of civil society organizations.  The OAS must transmit electronically draft General Assembly resolutions to civil society organizations, hold virtual consultations with CSOs, and promote broad use of the OAS website as a primary tool of information and participation.

This "Review of the Rules of Procedure for Civil Society Cooperation within the Organization of American States” was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat of the Organization of American States, to fulfill the mandate of Permanent Council Resolution 840 Article 1.1c:

To prepare, in a single document, and give broad distribution to all current provisions of the rules of procedure of the General Assembly, the Permanent Council, the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, the specialized conferences, and other organs and agencies that permit participation by civil society organizations in OAS activities.  Such information shall also be publicized through the directors of the organs and agencies, in particular the national offices of the General Secretariat in the member states, the OAS agencies and entities, and the technical secretariats of committees and working groups of the OAS Permanent Council.

II. REGISTRATION
A procedure for registration of civil society organizations to the OAS was added to the existing Rules of Procedure.  This procedure was outlined in Permanent Council Resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”

Procedure for Registration

Civil society organizations direct their applications to the Secretary General.  

The applications should contain the following elements:

a.
Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and the name(s) of its directors and legal representative(s).

b.
Its primary areas of activity and their relationship to the activities of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities in which it wishes to participate.

c.
Reasons why it believes its proposed contributions to OAS activities would be of interest to the Organization.

d.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which it proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives.

e.
The application should be accompanied by the following documents:

· Charter or constitution

· Statutes

· Most recent annual report

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial statements for the previous fiscal year, including reference to public and private sources of financing.
/  
Once the application is received, the Secretary General refers the application to the Committee on Inter-American Summits Management and Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities (CISC).  The Committee examines the application, and makes recommendations.  During the CISC's examination of applications, member states may submit comments and request information from the civil society organization in question.  These comments and requests are to be sent to that CSO for a response.
/ The CISC then submits the application to the Permanent Council for a decision.  

Conditions of eligibility

The Committee takes into account the following factors in preparing its recommendation:

a. The CSO in question shall be of recognized standing within its particular field of competence and shall be of a representative nature. 
b. The CSO shall have an institutional structure that includes appropriate mechanisms for holding its officers accountable and subject to its members.  It shall also have a legal representative and an executive officer, as well as established headquarters.
c. The CSO shall obtain its resources primarily from its affiliates or individual members, and shall have provided a listing of its sources of financing and any donations received, including, in particular, those originating from government sources. Those organizations that are not membership-based shall also provide a listing of sources of financing and any donations received, including, in particular, those originating from government sources.
d. The CISC must satisfy itself in particular that the institutional and financial structure of the civil society organization is transparent and affords it a degree of independence.
e. The CISC shall not process applications to participate from civil society organizations that have their headquarters or conduct their principal activities in any territory over which there exists a sovereignty dispute between an OAS member state and a state outside the Hemisphere.
/
f. The CISC should seek to ensure the registration of civil society organizations from all member states, in order to facilitate just, balanced, effective, and genuine participation by all regions of the Hemisphere.
/ 

Responsibilities of Registered CSOs

By registering, civil society organizations assume the following responsibilities:
a. Answer inquiries from the organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS and provide them with advisory services upon request.
b. Disseminate information on OAS activities to its members.
c. Present to the General Secretariat, before December 31 of each year, a report, containing an executive summary on its participation in OAS activities during that year, its financial situation and sources of funding, and the activities planned for the coming year.  This report shall be transmitted by the General Secretariat to the Committee.
d. Keep the information on its executive officers up to date.
/
Special Identification during General Assembly and other Specialized Conferences

The General Secretariat takes the necessary measures to provide registered civil society organizations with special identification during General Assembly sessions and other specialized conferences organized within the OAS framework.
/ 

Suspension or Cancellation of registration

The CISC may recommend to the Permanent Council to suspend or cancel the registration of any organization if it has concluded that such organization:
a. Has acted in a manner that is inconsistent with the essential aims and principles of the OAS;

b. Has failed to make a positive or effective contribution to the work of the OAS;

c. Has failed to submit reports for two consecutive years; or 

d. Has furnished manifestly false or inaccurate information.
/
The Permanent Council may suspend registration upon a recommendation from the CISC. The Permanent Council shall determine the length of the suspension period, which in no case may be longer than one year.  Any civil society organization whose registration has been suspended may apply to the Permanent Council to reinstate its registration after the period of suspension has expired.

The Permanent Council may cancel the registration of a civil society organization, upon a recommendation from the CISC.  A civil society organization whose registration has been cancelled may apply again to the Permanent Council for recognition three years after the effective date of cancellation.

The Secretary General shall provide written notification to any registered civil society organization before the Committee recommends the suspension or cancellation of its registration.  The CISC shall provide the organization in question with a reasonable opportunity to submit any comments, observations, or information it deems relevant.
/
Participation by registered organizations in OAS conferences

Registered civil society organizations may participate in any OAS conference after notifying the General Secretariat of the name(s) of the representative(s) who will attend the conference.
/
Participation by registered organizations in the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies  

Registered civil society organizations may designate representatives to attend as observers public meetings of the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies.  Whether representatives of civil society organizations may attend closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the meeting in question, in consultation with the participating member state delegations.
/
The General Secretariat provides registered civil society organizations, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Documents for registered organizations in the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies 


Registered civil society organizations may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states, insofar as possible, in two of the official languages of the OAS.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the civil society organization in question.
/
Meetings of Committees in the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies 


In the case of meetings of committees of the Permanent Council or of CIDI, registered civil society organizations may distribute written documents in advance, and, with prior approval from the committee in question, may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.  Civil society organizations may not participate in deliberations, negotiations, or decisions adopted by member states.
/
Expert Groups and Working Groups in the Permanent Council, CIDI, and their subsidiary bodies 


In the case of meetings of expert groups and working groups of the Permanent Council or of CIDI, registered civil society organizations that have special competence in the issue to be discussed shall receive the relevant documents in advance from the Executive Secretariat and, with the prior approval of the meeting, may present a statement at the beginning of the deliberations, the text of which may be distributed in advance to the member states.  With such approval, they may also give a presentation once the consideration of the issue has concluded. Civil society organizations may not participate in deliberations, negotiations, or decisions adopted by member states.
/
Draft Conventions


The CISC should consult with registered civil society organizations, in coordination with the appropriate policy-making bodies and, to the extent possible, with all civil society organizations that express interest, regarding draft conventions or other legal and political instruments of hemispheric scope, so that organizations may provide their input.
/ 

Permanent Council Committees and Working Groups


The CISC must encourage all chairs of Permanent Council committees and working groups, when they take office, to extend an official invitation to registered civil society organizations working within the sphere of interest of those committees and working groups to contribute to their deliberations.
/ 

Special Permanent Council Meeting


The CISC should organize a meeting, once a year, within the Permanent Council, on a matter of special interest to registered civil society organizations for a broad and substantive dialogue.
 

Member States Meetings

When member states host meetings organized in the OAS framework, they should invite registered civil society organizations, according to their areas of endeavor, to attend as guests and contribute to the agenda and preparation of such events.
/ 
III. PARTICIPATION IN MEETINGS

Participation by civil society organizations in OAS conferences shall be governed by the following rules:

A registered civil society organization may participate in an OAS conference after notifying the General Secretariat of the name(s) of the representative(s) who will attend the conference according to the regulations outlined above.
 A civil society organization that is not registered and wishes to participate in an OAS conference shall submit an application to that effect to the General Secretariat, which shall transmit it to the CISC.
/ The application shall contain the following information:

a.
Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and the name(s) of its directors and legal representative(s).

b.
Its primary areas of activity and their relationship to the activities of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities in which it wishes to participate.

c.
Reasons why it believes its proposed contributions to OAS activities would be of interest to the Organization.

d.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which it proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives.

e.
The application should be accompanied by the following documents:

· Charter or constitution

· Statutes

· Most recent annual report

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial statements for the previous fiscal year, including reference to public and private sources of financing.
/  
After the CISC has made a preliminary review of the application and has made such recommendations as it sees fit, the application shall be transmitted to the committee or working group charged with preparing for the conference, which shall take a final decision and, if appropriate, shall issue accreditation to the applying CSO.

If a member state comments on or requests information with respect to an application to participate, the civil society organization referred to should be informed in time for it to be able to respond.
/
IV.   COOPERATIVE RELATIONS

Chapter V of the Standards on Cooperative Relations allows for official relations to be established between the OAS and NGOs.  These NGOs must have "objectives and activities... compatible with the principles and purposes of the Organization."  Nongovernmental Organizations may assist in formulating, carrying out, evaluating, and publicizing the programs of the Organization.  These relations may be of two types: general and special.
/  

General Cooperative Relations


General cooperative relations are established with those NGOs that are willing to provide advisory services to the organs of the OAS and to disseminate information on its programs.
/  

Responsibilities of the NGOs


The NGOs with which general cooperative relations have been established shall: 
a. Answer inquiries from the organs of the Organization and provide advisory services to these organs on matters within their spheres of competence; 

b. Disseminate among their members information on the objectives and activities of the Organization, based on that which the Organization provides to them; 

c. Send copies of their charters and of any other pertinent documents and publications, to the General Secretariat; and 

d. Present to the General Secretariat, before January 31 of each year, a brief report on their collaboration with the Organization during the previous year and on the activities planned in that field for the current year, as well as a current list of their executive officers and, when appropriate, of their affiliated organizations in the member states of the Organization.
/ 
Responsibilities of the OAS


In turn, the General Secretariat of the Organization has the following responsibilities:
· Send documents and publications of the Organization that may be of interest to the NGOs.  

· Consider the points of view that NGOs submit in writing on matters of common interest

· Invite NGOs to send observers to public meetings of the organs of the OAS in which matters related to their fields of activity may be discussed.
/
Procedure


Any organ of the OAS, including the General Secretariat, or an interested nongovernmental organization, may initiate the establishment of general cooperative relations.  Any interested NGO should make known its compliance with the responsibilities listed above and indicate the field or fields in which it proposes to cooperate with the corresponding organ of the OAS.  With regard to national or regional organizations affiliated with other international organizations, cooperative relations shall normally be established with the international organization, attending to the interests of the affiliates of that international organization.  


All communications from nongovernmental organizations should be addressed to the Secretary General, who shall refer them to the appropriate organs of the Organization.  In consultation with the corresponding organ of the Organization, the Secretary General may terminate the cooperative relations with any NGO when the action of that organization is not complying with its responsibilities or when the NGO has made no effective contribution to the work of the OAS for two consecutive years.
/ 

Special cooperative relations

Special cooperative relations may be established with those NGOs that are willing to carry out programs on behalf of the OAS, participate in carrying out joint projects, or contribute technical, administrative, or financial resources for the programs of the Organization.
/ It is not necessary for the NGO to have a previously established general relationship with the OAS or with any of its organs.
/
Procedure
The Secretary General can establish special cooperative relations with any NGO at the request of that NGO or any of the organs of the OAS.
/ The NGO should send copies of their charters and any other pertinent documents and publications to the General Secretariat.  The nature of the special contribution to be made by the NGO and the cooperation to be provided by the OAS must be specified in detail.
/ Special relations may be terminated by any of the parties.
/
V.   GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The General Assembly is the "supreme organ" of the OAS. Its principal duties are to decide general policy, and determine the structure and functions of the organs of the Organization.
/ It has the following provisions regarding the participation of civil society:

Participation

· Special Guests


According to the Rules of Procedure, civil society organizations may participate in the annual General Assembly as "special guests."
/ The General Secretariat should provide registered civil society organizations with some type of special identification during General Assembly sessions.
/ 

· Informal Dialogue

The General Secretariat should include a regular informal dialogue between heads of delegation, the Secretary General, and civil society representatives on the draft schedule.
/ This dialogue is official in nature, is to take place on a regular basis, and is to be placed on the official schedule of meetings of the General Assembly. It may be organized by the host country in cooperation with a registered civil society organization, or with a number of them, and should preferably focus on the same topic discussed in the dialogue of heads of delegation of the plenary General Assembly.
/ 

Documents


The General Secretariat must transmit electronically, as appropriate, in consultation with the chairs or presidents of the Organization’s political organs, to the registered civil society organizations that so request, according to their areas of interest or endeavor, the draft resolutions presented for consideration by the General Assembly, giving them the opportunity to comment and consequently make suggestions accordingly.
/

The General Secretariat must provide all official documents of the General Assembly to special guests.
/  


The General Secretariat should transmit, to registered civil society organizations, the resolutions adopted at each session of the General Assembly, soliciting their comments and their assistance in effectively implementing those resolutions, as appropriate.
/  

Procedure for Participation


Requests to attend the General Assembly as "special guests" must be presented to the General Secretariat at least 30 days in advance of the inaugural session.  However, in order to have time to secure authorization from the Permanent Council and the host country, the Secretary General is now asking for all interested civil society organizations to send a letter of interest at least 45 days in advance of the inaugural session. The Secretary General of the OAS extends the appropriate invitations.
/  


Member states should invite registered civil society organizations, according to their areas of endeavor, to attend as guests and contribute to the agenda and preparation of the General Assembly.
/  

Cooperation Agreements

The General Assembly has the responsibility of approving draft agreements for cooperation that have been submitted by the Permanent Council.
/  

VI. 
PERMANENT COUNCIL

The Permanent Council carries out the decisions of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, watches over the operation of the General Secretariat, and acts as the Preparatory Committee of the General Assembly.
/
Participation

The Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council state that the meetings of the Permanent Council shall be public. However, the chairman can decide to close the meeting at the request of any representative.  In this case, the meeting shall be closed until the Council decides otherwise.  When a public meeting is to become closed, the chairman shall call a brief recess to allow all unauthorized persons to leave the room.  Only the members of the missions or delegations shall have access to closed meetings.
/ 
Registered civil society organizations may designate representatives to attend public meetings of the Permanent Council as observers.  The decision whether representatives of civil society organizations may attend closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the meeting in question, in consultation with the participating member state delegations.
/
With prior approval from a committee, expert group, or working group of the Permanent Council, registered civil society organizations that have special competence in the issue to be discussed may give a presentation at the beginning of the committee's or working group's deliberations.  With such approval, CSO representatives may also give a presentation once the consideration of the issue has concluded.
/
Documents


The Rules of Procedure state that the minutes and documents of public meetings shall be distributed without restriction. Unless the Permanent Council otherwise authorizes, minutes of the closed meetings will not be distributed to the public.
/   


In the case of meetings of committees of the Permanent Council or of CIDI, registered CSOs may distribute written documents in advance.
/

Registered civil society organizations may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states, insofar as possible, in two of the official languages of the OAS.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the civil society organization in question.
/

In the case of meetings of expert groups and working groups of the Permanent Council, registered civil society organizations that have special competence in the issue to be discussed shall receive the relevant documents in advance and, with the prior approval of the meeting, may present a statement at the beginning of the deliberations, the text of which may be distributed in advance to the member states.
/

The General Secretariat will provide registered CSOs, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Procedure for Participation


Since there are no regulations, civil society organizations may simply attend any public meeting of the Permanent Council without any advance notification.

Cooperation Agreements


One function of the Permanent Council is to conclude cooperation agreements.  These draft agreements are then submitted to the General Assembly for approval.
/  

Official Invitations


The CISC must encourage all chairs of Permanent Council committees and working groups, when they take office, to extend an official invitation to registered civil society organizations working within the sphere of interest of those committees and working groups to contribute to their deliberations.
/ 

Special Permanent Council Meeting for Registered CSOs


The CISC should organize a meeting once a year, within the Permanent Council, on a matter of special interest to registered civil society organizations for a broad and substantive dialogue.
/ 

VII.    THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CIDI)

The purpose of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) is to promote cooperation among the member states to achieve integral development and eliminate extreme poverty in the Americas.
/
Participation


According to the Rules of Procedure of the CIDI, entities and persons of recognized standing in the matters to be considered may attend the meetings as special guests, provided they express an interest in doing so.  The special guests referred to in this article may speak in the meetings of the CIDI when invited to do so by the respective Chair.  This requires prior authorization by the Permanent Executive Committee (CEPCIDI) and the consent of the government of the host country.
/ Registered CSOs may designate representatives to attend meetings of CIDI and its subsidiary bodies. 
/  


With prior approval from a committee, registered civil society organizations may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations of committee meetings.
/  


At experts groups and working groups, registered CSOs, with prior approval of the meeting, may present a statement at the beginning of the deliberations, the text of which may be distributed in advance to the member states.  With such approval, they may also give a presentation once the consideration of the issue has concluded.
/
Documents

Registered civil society organizations may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the CSO in question.
/
In the case of meetings of the committees of the CIDI, registered civil society organizations may distribute written documents in advance, and, with prior approval from the committee in question, may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.
/
In the case of meetings of expert groups and working groups of the Permanent Council, registered civil society organizations that have special competence in the issue to be discussed shall receive the relevant documents in advance and, with the prior approval of the meeting, may present a statement at the beginning of the deliberations, the text of which may be distributed in advance to the member states.
/
The General Secretariat provides registered civil society organizations, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Procedure for Participation


According to the Rules of Procedure of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development, requests to attend the meetings of the CIDI as “special guests” shall be presented to the General Secretariat of the Organization at least 15 days prior to the opening of the Meeting.  Requests must be approved by the Permanent Executive Committee of the CIDI and the government of the host country. The Secretary General of the Organization will then extend the corresponding invitations.
/

When member states host meetings organized in the OAS framework, they should invite registered CSOs, according to their areas of endeavor, to attend as guests and contribute to the agenda and preparation of such events.
/ 
Cooperation Agreements

According to the OAS Charter, the CIDI may establish cooperative relations with other national and international agencies, especially with regard to coordination of inter-American technical cooperation programs.
/
The Statutes of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development say that one of the functions of the CIDI is to "promote cooperative relations with the corresponding United Nations agencies and with other national and international bodies, particularly as regards coordination of the inter-American technical cooperation programs."
/
The Strategic Plan for Partnership and Development 2002-2005 mandates that the CIDI shall establish new and strengthen existing strategic alliances with governmental, non-governmental, national, regional and multilateral development institutions, as well as with the private sector and civil society, to enhance the capacity to implement this Plan.
/   

VII.1.
PERMANENT EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN COUNCIL FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (CEPCIDI)

The purpose of the CEPCIDI is to adopt decisions and make recommendations for the planning, programming, budgeting, management control, follow-up and evaluation of cooperation projects.
/
Participation


The Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI) and of its Subsidiary bodies state that the meetings of CEPCIDI shall be public.  However, if the Chair so provides or any representative so requests, the meeting shall be closed and shall continue unless CEPCIDI decides otherwise.  When a public meeting is to become closed, the Chair shall call a brief recess to allow all unauthorized persons to leave the room.
  

Entities or individuals engaged in activities related to partnership for development activities may be invited by the Chair of the CEPCIDI to one or more meetings of the CEPCIDI as special guests, with the approval of the CEPCIDI.  To the extent possible, the Chair will notify member States of his intention to invite such entities and individuals, so member States can, if they wish, make corresponding observations.  Special guests may participate in CEPCIDI meetings through written submissions, oral presentations and the provision of additional information as requested.
/
Registered CSOs may designate representatives to attend, as observers, public meetings of the CEPCIDI.  Whether representatives of civil society organizations may attend closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the meeting in question, in consultation with the participating member state delegations.
/
With prior approval from the CEPCIDI, registered CSOs may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.
/
Documents

Special guests may participate in CEPCIDI meetings through written submissions and the provision of additional information as requested.
/
Registered civil society organizations may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states, insofar as possible, in two of the official languages of the OAS.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the civil society organization in question.
/

Registered CSOs may distribute written documents in advance, and, with prior approval from the CEPCIDI, may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.
/
The General Secretariat provides registered CSOs, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Procedure for Participation

Special guests may be invited by the Chair of the CEPCIDI to one or more meetings of the CEPCIDI as special guests, with the approval of the CEPCIDI.  To the extent possible, the Chair will notify member States of his intention to invite such entities and individuals, so member States can, if they wish, make corresponding observations.  Special guests may participate in CEPCIDI meetings through written submissions, oral presentations and the provision of additional information as requested.
/
When member states host meetings organized in the OAS framework, they should invite registered civil society organizations, according to their areas of endeavor, to attend as guests and contribute to the agenda and preparation of such events.
/ 
VII.2.
INTER-AMERICAN AGENCY FOR COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT (IACD)/ EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT FOR INTEGRAL DEVELOPMENT (SEDI)

The purpose of the Inter-American Agency for Cooperation and Development (IACD) is to promote, coordinate, administer, and facilitate the planning and execution of projects under the CIDI's Strategic Plan.  The Agency performs its functions through a Management Board and a technical and administrative team also known as "the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development" (SEDI).
/
Meetings

Registered CSOs may designate representatives to attend, as observers, public meetings of the IACD/SEDI.  The decision whether representatives of civil society organizations may attend closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the IACD/SEDI, in consultation with the participating member state delegations.
/
In the case of meetings of committees of the CIDI, registered CSOs may distribute written documents in advance, and, with prior approval from the committee in question, may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.
/
Documents
Registered civil society organizations may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states, insofar as possible, in two of the official languages of the OAS.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the civil society organization in question.
/
The General Secretariat provides registered CSOs, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Procedures for Participation

When member states host meetings organized in the OAS framework, they should invite registered CSOs, according to their areas of endeavor, to attend as guests and contribute to the agenda and preparation of such events.
/ 
Cooperation

The Executive Secretariat for Integral Development conducts preliminary evaluation of all requests for cooperation activities submitted.
/
The Management Board approves within the framework of policies established by the CIDI and the CEPCIDI, for the purposes of enhancing resources, guidelines for the IACD to foster cooperative relations with international organizations, and other entities and persons.
/
VII.3. THE INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEES

The Inter-American Committees, created by the CIDI, help develop, promote, and supervise integral development activities in specific sectors.  There are Inter-American Committees on Ports, Trade, Social Development, Science and Technology, and Sustainable Development.  Some of the inter-American committees are former inter-American conferences and have been transformed into inter-American committees to work more closely within the framework of the CIDI.
/
Meetings

Registered CSOs may designate representatives to attend, as observers, public meetings of the inter-American Committees.  Whether representatives of CSOs may attend closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the meeting in question, in consultation with the participating member state delegations.
/
With prior approval from the committee in question, registered CSOs may give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.
/
Documents

Registered CSOs may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states, insofar as possible, in two of the official languages of the OAS.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the civil society organization in question.
/
In the case of meetings of the committees of the CIDI, registered CSOs may distribute written documents in advance of the meetings.
/
The General Secretariat provides registered CSOs, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Cooperation


The inter-American committees should propose and promote partnership for development policies, and formulate guidelines for drafting and presenting proposals for partnership for development projects and activities.
/
VII.4.   NON PERMANENT SPECIALIZED COMMITTEES (CENPES) 

Nonpermanent Specialized Committees (CENPES) are technical and support organs created by the CIDI to assist with the evaluation of projects of the Strategic Plan for Cooperation for Development.  The members are recognized specialists in their fields elected by the CIDI.
/
Meetings

The meetings of the CENPES to evaluate the Programming Proposal shall be closed. Project proponents or the proposed executing agencies shall not be permitted to attend those meetings nor influence the assessment and recommendation of the CENPES. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the CENPES may request the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development to obtain any additional technical information that is considered necessary to evaluate a specific proposal adequately.
/
The decision whether representatives of registered civil society organizations may attend closed meetings shall be determined by the chair of the meeting in question, in consultation with the participating member state delegations.
/
In the case of meetings of the committees of the CIDI, registered CSOs may, with prior approval from the committee in question, give a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations.
/
Documents

In the case of meetings of the committees of the CIDI, registered CSOs may distribute written documents in advance.
/
Registered CSOs may present written documents, not exceeding 2,000 words, preferably in two of the official languages of the OAS, on questions that fall within its particular sphere of competence and appear on the agenda or order of business for the meeting.  These documents shall be distributed by the General Secretariat to member states, insofar as possible, in two of the official languages of the OAS.  Texts exceeding 2,000 words shall be accompanied by executive summaries in two of the official languages of the OAS, which the Secretariat shall distribute sufficiently ahead of time.  The complete text of the document may be distributed in its original language or languages, the cost to be borne by the civil society organization in question.
/
Procedures for Participation


Since meetings are closed, there is no mechanism to participate directly in meetings of the CENPES.

Cooperation

In evaluating project proposals, the CENPES shall apply the criteria for the selection and evaluation of partnership for development activities approved by the CIDI or the CEPCIDI. In addition, the CENPES must take into account other technical and policy guidelines related to their work, approved by the General Assembly, the CIDI or the CEPCIDI, which may be contained in resolutions, regulatory provisions or other documents of an obligatory nature.
/
Using the form provided by the SEDI, each CENPES shall prepare a final report which shall contain a list of the project proposals or activities that could be approved by the Management Board. The list shall contain, in addition, a score that corresponds to the technical merits of the proposals, in accordance with the criteria established for this purpose, as well as a recommendation of the amount of financial resources necessary for their execution.  The analysis and evaluation of the Programming Proposal made by the CENPES shall serve as basis for the approval of proposals by the IACD Management Board. The distribution of available resources in the approved Proposal shall reflect an adequate balance between thematic areas and regional needs.
/
VII.5.
MINISTERIAL MEETINGS

The Ministerial Meetings that fall within the scope of the CIDI include the Meeting of the Ministers of Education, the Meeting of the Ministers of Science and Technology, the Specialized Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor, the Meeting of the Ministers of Tourism, and other meetings at the ministerial level that could be established in the future within the scope of the CIDI for the follow-up of the plans of action of the Summits.
/
Meetings

Since these ministerial meetings fall within the framework of the CIDI, the rules of procedure of the CIDI should apply. 

Documents

Since these ministerial meetings fall within the framework of the CIDI, the CIDI’s procedures for handling documents should apply. 

In addition, once the meetings have been completed, the Summits of the Americas Secretariat shall distribute information from and about the meetings through the Summit of the Americas Information Network.
/
Procedure for Participation


Since these ministerial meetings fall within the framework of the CIDI, the same procedures for participation should apply. 

Cooperation


Since these ministerial meetings fall within the framework of the CIDI, the same rules for cooperation with the CIDI should apply. 

VIII.
THE SPECIALIZED CONFERENCES

The Specialized Conferences are intergovernmental meetings convened to deal with special technical matters.  The Conferences are generally sponsored by or closely related to another organ of the OAS.  Many Specialized Conferences have turned into sectoral ministerial meetings within the framework of the CIDI.  At the present time, only the Inter-American Specialized Conference on Private International Law (CIDIP) seems unlikely to turn into another kind of organ in the near future.
/
Meetings

The Standards for Inter-American Specialized Conferences establishes that persons of recognized competence in the topics to be considered at a specialized conference may attend as "special guests," when authorized by the organ that convokes the conference. 
/ 

According to the Model Rules of Procedures for Inter-American Specialized Conferences, international or national organizations that maintain cooperative relations with the OAS or with the specialized organ may accredit observers with the permission of that specialized organ.
/  

Each Conference shall hold an inaugural session, plenary sessions, which may be public or closed, and a closing session.  The committees may hold public or closed meetings as well.
/ When "special guests" attend the Conference, they may attend the inaugural session, the closing session, and public plenary sessions and committee meetings.  They may attend closed plenary sessions or committee meetings when invited to do so by the concerned chairman.
/
Registered CSOs may participate in any OAS conference after notifying the General Secretariat of the name(s) of the representative(s) who will attend the conference.
/
Documents


Documents that may be used at the Conference include:
a. Working documents concerning the topics of the agenda;
b. Reference documents in relation to topics on the agenda; and 
c. Drafts or proposals presented by the official delegations.


Proposals, studies, and reports shall indicate the agenda topic to which they relate and shall be referred to the appropriate commit​tee by the Secretariat.
  A proposal that in the view of a delegation or of the Secretariat of the Conference is not clearly related to a topic on the agenda is first considered by the Steering Committee, which forwards the proposal to one of the working committees.  The working committees then decide whether the proposal should be studied.

Procedure for Participation


If the organ does not make a decision on the attendance of special guests prior to the holding of the conference, the Permanent Council will make the decision.  Invitations to the conference can be extended by the General Secretariat or by the specialized organization concerned.
/
IX.
THE SPECIALIZED ORGANIZATIONS

The Specialized Organizations are intergovernmental organizations established by multilateral agreements.  The General Assembly determines whether an entity constitutes a Specialized Organization.  Today, there are six Specialized Organizations: the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), the Inter-American Children's Institute (IACI), the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM), the Inter-American Indian Institute (III), and the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA).
/
IX.1.
INTER-AMERICAN CHILDREN'S INSTITUTE (IACI)

The Inter-American Children's Institute (IACI) is in charge of promoting research in the areas of motherhood, children, adolescents, family, and community in the Americas as well as the adoption of the corresponding integral protection measures.
/  

Meetings


No mention is made in the Statutes of guests in Meetings of the Council.
/ However, the Pan American Child Congress may have the status of Inter-American Specialized Conferences when they deal with special technical matters or develop certain aspects of Inter-American cooperation, and they are held as the result of a resolution of the General Assembly or of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs.  The agenda and rules of procedure of the Pan American Child Congress, whenever they are an Inter-American Specialized Conference, shall be prepared by the Directing Council and submitted to the Permanent Council so that the latter may present them and its observations to the member states for consideration.
/  

If the meeting classifies as an Inter-American Specialized Conference, persons of recognized competence in the topics to be considered at a specialized conference may attend as "special guests," when authorized by the organ that convokes the conference.
/ 

Each Conference shall hold an inaugural session, plenary sessions, which may be public or closed, and a closing session.  The committees may hold public or closed meetings as well.
/ When "special guests" attend the Conference, they may attend the inaugural session, the closing session, and public plenary sessions and committee meetings.  They may attend closed plenary sessions or committee meetings when invited to do so by the chairman concerned.
/
Registered CSOs may participate in any OAS conference after notifying the General Secretariat of the name(s) of the representative(s) who will attend the conference.
/
Documents


Documents that may be used if the Pan American Child Congress qualifies as an Inter-American Specialized Conference include:

a. Working documents on topics of the agenda; 
b. Reference documents relating to topics on the agenda; and
c. Drafts or proposals presented by the official delegations.
/

Proposals, studies, and reports shall indicate the agenda topic to which they relate and shall be referred to the appropriate commit​tee by the Secretariat.
/ A proposal that in the view of a delegation or of the Secretariat of the Conference is not clearly related to a topic on the agenda is considered first by the Steering Committee, which forwards the proposal to one of the working committees.  The working committees then decide whether the proposal should be studied.
/
Procedure for Participation


If the Pan American Child Congress qualifies as an Inter-American Specialized Conference, and the IACI does not make a decision on the attendance of special guests prior to the holding of the conference, the Permanent Council will make the decision.  Invitations to the conference can be extended by the General Secretariat or by the IACI.
/
Cooperation


In the framework of the policies approved by the Directing Council, the IACI may conclude agreements with states not members of the Institute that cooperate in its programs in a continuing and substantial basis; the conditions for and extent of their participation in the activities of the IACI shall be indicated in those agreements. Such agreements must be reported to the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States after the signature.
/
IX.2.
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION OF WOMEN (CIM)
 


The purpose of the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) is to promote and protect women's rights, and to support the member states in their efforts to ensure full exercise of civil, political, economic, social, and cultural rights that will make equal participation by women and men possible in all aspects of society, so that women and men will share, fully and equally, both the benefits of development and responsibility for the future.
/
Meetings

The Assembly of Delegates shall hold an inaugural session, such plenary sessions as may be necessary, and a closing session.
/  

Plenary sessions and sessions of the working committees shall be open. However, at the proposal of the President or any delegate, these sessions may begin as closed and, when the reasons of the proponent have been heard if it is so agreed, they may continue in that form.  Sessions of the Committee on Credentials, the subcommittees and working groups shall be closed, unless they determine otherwise.
/
Every decision taken by the Assembly at a closed session shall be announced at a future open session.
/

No session may be held unless the place and time have been publicly announced sufficiently in advance, except by the unanimous agreement of the delegations of the member states.
/
Documents

Draft resolutions, recommendations, declarations and the pertinent amendments thereto, as well as the decisions of the Assembly, shall be published in the official languages. The Final Act of the Assembly shall be published in the official languages.
/
The Director of the Secretariat shall publish and distribute the official list of participants, both of the delegations and of the observers and special guests; direct the preparation of the minutes and distribution of them to the participants; prepare, in accordance with instructions of the President of the Assembly, the draft order of business, and on its being approved, to distribute it to the participants; distribute the documents of the Assembly twenty-four hours prior to their consideration.
/
Procedure for Participation

Any public or private entity, or other person who expresses a wish to attend the Assembly of Delegates, shall submit a written request to the General Secretariat of the OAS at least thirty days before the opening of the Assembly. At the proposal of the President, the Secretary General of the OAS, with the approval of the Executive Committee and the consent of the host country, may grant them facilities and courtesies for attending the meeting of the Assembly as guests.
/
Cooperation

The CIM is required to establish close ties of cooperation with those inter-American organizations, world organizations and public and private agencies whose activities affect women.
/
IX.2.A.
MEETING OF MINISTERS OR AUTHORITIES OF THE HIGHEST LEVEL RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF WOMEN IN THE MEMBER STATES

The technical secretariat is the Inter-American Commission on Women (CIM).
/ Thus, all rules of procedure are defined within the framework of the CIM.

IX.3.
PAN AMERICAN HEALTH ORGANIZATION (PAHO)
The fundamental purposes of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) are to promote and coordinate the efforts of the countries of the Western Hemisphere to combat disease, lengthen life, and promote the physical and mental health of its people.
/ PAHO comprises the Pan American Sanitary Conference, the Directing Council, and the Executive Committee of the Directing Council.
/ There are two types of relations that NGOs may enter: informal working relations and official working relations.

Informal Working Relations

The Headquarters’ technical program or concerned country office may establish informal working relations with an inter-American or national NGO, subject to consultation between the Director of PAHO and the Member State.
/
Procedure for Informal Relations

Informal contact may continue on an ad hoc basis, without a time limit and without a written agreement.  However, the definition of broad objectives of collaboration and the possibility of enlarging its scope to include specific joint activities in line with the particular expertise of the NGO are also explored at this stage.  When a number of specific joint activities have been identified, collaboration may be taken a stage further by proceeding to the definition of informal working relations entered into by a legally binding agreement.  Such an agreement sets out the basis for the collaboration, indicating details of the activities to be undertaken during the period, providing an estimate of the resources to be supplied by PAHO and the NGO, and designating focal points in the NGO and technical officers in PAHO.
/  
Official Working Relations


PAHO recognizes only one category of formal relations, known as official working relations, with NGOs.
/

In order to be eligible for admittance into official working relations with PAHO, the main area of competence of the NGO shall fall within the purview of PAHO.  Its aims and activities shall be in conformity with the spirit, purposes, and principles of the Constitution of PAHO, shall center on health or health-related fields, and shall be free from concerns which are primarily of a commercial or profit-making nature.  The major part of its activities shall be relevant to and have a bearing on the implementation of the major policy orientations of PAHO.
/
Procedure for Official Working Relations


Applications from NGOs, made voluntarily or by invitation, should reach PAHO headquarters no later than the end of January in order to be considered by the Executive Committee in June of the same year.   Each application should include the following documentation:

· A certified copy of the NGO's charter and by-laws

· Wherever applicable, certified copies of the charters and by-laws of its affiliates in the Hemisphere

· An authenticated copy of the proceedings in which the directors were elected and of the authorization of the assembly to establish relations with PAHO

· A copy of the most recent periodic report on its activities

· A general four-year program for collaborative activities which have been agreed upon by the NGO and PAHO headquarters and/or the respective PAHO/WHO Representative (PWR) Office, accompanied by a more specific biennial work plan that follows these guidelines:

· A brief review of the health situation in the region, sub-region, and/or country where the NGO functions

· Reference to the specific areas in which PAHO and the NGO may collaborate

· A description of how the projects will assist in PAHO's delivery of programs and activities

· Reference to the expected results of each project

· An outline of the indicators for each of the expected results

· A list of the activities to be carried out to achieve the expected results

· References of the various types of resources allocated by PAHO and the NGO for each activity

· Names of the focal points in the NGO and the designated technical officers at PAHO headquarters and/or in the PWR office.
/
The Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, composed of three Members appointed by the Executive Committee, reviews the applications received and submits a recommendation for action by the Executive Committee.
/  

During the June session of the Executive Committee, the Standing Committee will consider applications submitted by NGOs and will make recommendations thereon to the Executive Committee.  It may invite a representative of the NGO to speak before it in connection with the NGO's application.  

The Executive Committee, after considering the recommendations of the Standing Committee, shall decide whether an NGO is to be admitted into official working relations with PAHO. 
/
Conditions of eligibility

a The NGO shall have successfully completed at least two years of informal working relations (as described in section 3.3) prior to an application for admission into official working relations.

b The NGO has a well-defined mission and there has been continuity in its basic commitments over the years.

c A major part of the NGO's activities and resources is directed towards health and health-related work.

d The NGO has a dependable source of funding for recurrent and fixed administrative costs.

e The NGO has adequate resources to support project and administrative staff, its facilities, and program development.

f The NGO has alternative sources of administrative support, such as income-generating activities and/or consulting.

g The NGO has the internal structures to guarantee adequate reporting, financial accounting, and budgeting.
h The NGO utilizes efficient information-gathering techniques to ensure that information is used by its staff and is fed back to the community, national and local government agencies, and other partners.
/
Privileges Conferred on NGOs


The privileges conferred by an official working relationship include:

· The right to appoint a representative to participate, without the right to vote, in PAHO meetings or those convened under its authority to which the NGO is invited.  Whenever the Pan American Security Conference, Directing Council, or a committee or conference convened under PAHO's aegis discusses an item in which a related NGO is particularly interested, that NGO, at the invitation of the president of the body or at the request of the NGO, may make a statement of an expository nature and, with the consent of the president of the session, it may be invited to make an additional statement for purposes of clarification, in the course of the discussion of the item before the session.
/
· Access to non-confidential documentation and other such documentation as the Director of PAHO may see fit to make available through such channels that PAHO may establish.
/
· The right to submit a memorandum to the Director of PAHO, who shall determine the nature and scope of its circulation.  In the event of a memorandum being submitted which the Director considers might be place on the agenda of the Pan American Sanitary Conference or Directing Council, such memorandum shall be placed before the Executive Committee for possible inclusion in the agenda of the Pan American Sanitary Conference or Directing Council.
/
Meetings

The meetings of the Pan American Sanitary Conference, the Directing Council, and the Executive Committee shall be public unless the convening body decides otherwise.
/  

Nongovernmental organizations in official cooperative relations with PAHO and other invited organizations may appoint a representative to participate, without the right to vote, in PAHO meetings or those convened under its authority to which the NGO is invited.  Whenever the Pan American Security Conference, Directing Council, or a committee or conference convened under PAHO's aegis discusses an item in which a related NGO is particularly interested, that NGO, at the invitation of the president of the body or at the request of the NGO, may make a statement of an expository nature and, with the consent of the president of the session, may be invited to make an additional statement for purposes of clarification, in the course of the discussion of the item before the session.
/
Documents

The Director of PAHO shall transmit copies of the Final Reports to the organizations attending the Pan American Security Conference, the Directing Council, and the Executive Committee.
/
The privileges conferred by an official working relationship include access to non-confidential documentation and such other documentation as the Director of PAHO may see fit to make available through such channels as PAHO may establish.
/
Another privilege conferred by an official working relationship includes the right to submit a memorandum to the Director of PAHO, who shall determine the nature and scope of its circulation.  In the event of a memorandum being submitted which the Director considers might be placed on the agenda of the Pan American Sanitary Conference or Directing Council, such memorandum shall be placed before the Executive Committee for possible inclusion in the agenda of the Pan American Sanitary Conference or Directing Council.
/
Procedure for Participation


The names of delegates of invited organizations should be communicated to the Director at least 15 days before the date fixed for the opening of a session of the Pan American Sanitary Conference, the Directing Council, and the Executive Committee.
/
Cooperation


The Pan American Sanitary Conference or the Directing Council may make suitable arrangements for consultation and cooperation with other organizations interested in or concerned with public health, and to this end, may conclude special agreements with such organizations.
/  

IX.4.
INTER-AMERICAN INDIAN INSTITUTE (III)
Meetings


Persons of recognized standing in indigenous matters may attend the Inter-American Indigenous Congress as "observers".  Observers will not have voice or vote in the plenary sessions, and can express their points of view in those sessions only through the official delegation of their respective countries.  However, observers can take part in the discussions of the sessions of the technical commissions.
/  

Documents


The III must solicit, collect, and distribute recommendations by indigenous groups in the matters that concern them.
/
Procedure for Participation

Observers may attend the Inter-American Indigenous Congress upon invitation of the host government and authorization of their respective governments.
/  

IX.5.
INTER-AMERICAN INSTITUTE FOR COOPERATION ON AGRICULTURE (IICA)

The Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA) is the specialized agency for agriculture and rural well being of the inter-American system.
/ 

Meetings

The regular and special meetings of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture shall include an inaugural session, such plenary sessions as may be required, and a closing session.
/
The plenary session of the Board and of the special committees and working groups shall be public, unless the Board or the committee or working group in question decides otherwise.  Any representative may request that a public session or part thereof be declared private, and the request must be submitted to the Board or the respective committee or working group for approval.
/ 

The plenary sessions of the Executive Committee shall be public, unless the Committee decides otherwise. The preparatory session of the Committee and the sessions of committees and working groups shall be private, unless they determine otherwise.
/ A public session may, at the request of any representative, be declared private, and if this is agreed to, it shall continue so for such time as may be determined.
/ 

Public or private entities of civil society with which the Institute maintains institutional relations may attend the meetings of the Inter-American Board of Agriculture or the Executive Committee as observers or special guests, whenever the Director General deems it advisable.
/ 

These special guests may take the floor at the meetings of the Board or of the principal committees when invited to do so by the Chairperson of the session, if no objections are expressed by the representatives at the meeting.
/  

Documents

The provisional agenda shall be sent together with the call to meeting from the Director General.
/ 

The original versions of the Final Reports shall be kept in the archives of the General Directorate, which shall publish and distribute, as soon as possible, the official version of the Final Report of each meeting.
/ 

Procedure for Participation

The Director General shall send the Member States the lists of other observers and special guests to be invited and of the public or private entities that have expressed an interest in attending. If no objections are received within 45 days of the time the call to the meetings is to be issued, the Director General shall be authorized to extend the invitations.
/
The Director General shall transmit to the Member States and to the other participants the call to each regular meeting of the Board or the Executive Committee at least 60 days prior to the opening date.
/  


The Director General shall transmit the call to the special meeting at least 30 days prior to the opening date of the meeting.
/ 

X. THE GENERAL SECRETARIAT
The General Secretariat is the central and permanent organ of the OAS.  It performs the functions assigned to it by the General Assembly, the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or the Councils.
/ The General Secretariat provides administrative support to most of the other OAS organs.
/ The General Secretariat, specialized agencies, and inter-American bodies also participate in informal activities such as consultations and seminars with civil society organizations.  They also conduct formal activities that aim to identify regional problems and needs in accordance with priorities adopted by member states, promote and coordinate, through mechanisms for consultation, exchange and dissemination of information and joint implementation of activities and cooperative efforts, the mobilization of external resources and the operating vocational training programs.

In May, 2002, the Secretary General submitted two Executive Orders outlining the establishment of the Secretariat for the Summit Process and the services that would be provided by the General Secretariat to the Ministerial meetings related to the Summits of the Americas Process.  With regard to civil society participation, Executive Order No. 02-3, considers ways in which civil society can contribute to the monitoring and implementation of the Summit mandates and formally abolished the Office of Summit Follow-up to establish the Secretariat for the Summit Process which would, among other responsibilities, coordinate the activities regarding the participation of civil society in the Summit Process.  The second Executive order, No. 02-4, summarizes the services provided by the General Secretariat and its dependency, the Secretariat of the Summit Process, awarding the Summit Secretariat the responsibility of linking the Ministerial Meetings to the Summit Process and cooperating to establish an inter-relationship between the different Ministerial Meetings. 
Meetings


The General Secretariat must take the necessary measures to provide registered civil society organizations with special identification during General Assembly sessions and other specialized conferences organized in the OAS framework.
/ 

Documents


The General Secretariat provides registered CSOs, in a timely manner, with information on the calendar of public meetings and, when available, the order of business of such meetings.
/
Procedure for Participation


A registered CSO may participate in an OAS conference after notifying the General Secretariat of the name(s) of the representative(s) who will attend the conference.
/ A civil society organization that is not registered and wishes to participate in an OAS conference shall submit an application to that effect to the General Secretariat, which shall transmit it to the CISC.
/ The application shall contain the following information:

a.
Official name, address, and date of establishment of the organization and the name(s) of its directors and legal representative(s).

b.
Its primary areas of activity and their relationship to the activities of the OAS organs, agencies, and entities in which it wishes to participate.

c.
Reasons why it believes its proposed contributions to OAS activities would be of interest to the Organization.

d.
Identification of the OAS work areas in which it proposes to support ongoing activities or to make recommendations on the best way to achieve OAS objectives.

e.
The application should be accompanied by the following documents:
· Charter or constitution

· Statutes

· Most recent annual report

· Institutional mission statement

· Financial statements for the previous fiscal year, including reference to public and private sources of financing.
/  
After the CISC has made a preliminary review of the application and has made such recommendations as it sees fit, the application shall be transmitted to the committee or working group charged with preparing for the conference, which shall take a final decision and, if appropriate, shall allow the interested CSO to attend the Conference.

If a member state comments on or requests information with respect to an application to participate, the CSO referred to should be informed in time for it to be able to respond.
/
Cooperation

The General Secretariat is required to establish cooperative relations with other national and international organizations in accordance with decisions reached by the General Assembly or the Councils.
/
Any organ of the OAS, including the General Secretariat, or interested nongovernmental organization, may initiate the establishment of general cooperative relations.  Any interested NGO should make known its compliance with the responsibilities listed in the overview section and indicate the field or fields in which it proposes to cooperate with the corresponding organ of the OAS.  

All communications from nongovernmental organizations should be addressed to the Secretary General, who shall refer them to the interested organs of the OAS.
/ 

The Secretary General can establish special cooperative relations, as outlined in the overview, with any NGO at the request of that NGO or any of the organs of that Organization.
/ The NGO should send copies of their charters and any other pertinent documents and publications to the General Secretariat.  The nature of the special contribution to be made by the NGO and the cooperation to be provided by the OAS must be specified in detail.
/  

XI.
OTHER MINISTERIAL MEETINGS

The remaining Ministerial Meetings that are now held within the framework of the OAS and the technical dependencies of the General Secretariat which serve as its technical secretariat are as follows:

X.1.a.
Meeting of Ministers of Justice or of Attorney Generals of the Americas (REMJA):  The technical secretariat is the Sub-secretariat of Legal Affairs.

X.1.b.
Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Decentralization Policies, Local Government and Citizenship Participation at the Municipal Level in the Hemisphere:  The technical Secretariat is the Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD).

X.1.c.
Meeting of Ministers of Trade of the Americas; the technical secretariat is the OAS Trade Unit, along with the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC). 
/
XI.
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS 

These agencies and entities are normally created by the General Assembly.  The General Assembly adopts the Statutes of these entities, and defines their specific objectives, structure, members, sources of financing, and their relations with the General Secretariat.
/ The Committees and Commissions discussed here include the Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE), the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD), the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL), and the Inter-American Committee on Ports.

XI.1.
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE AGAINST TERRORISM (CICTE)

The Inter-American Committee on Terrorism (CICTE) has been formed for the development of cooperation to prevent, combat, and eliminate terrorist acts and activities.
/
Meetings

The meetings of the CICTE shall be governed, secondarily, by the pertinent provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council of the Organization.
/
The CICTE may invite to its sessions professionals and technical experts of recognized experience in the topics to be discussed and may request that they make presentations on those topics.
/
In addition, the CICTE may invite nongovernmental organizations with a particular interest in a topic to be discussed at a meeting to attend and to make presentations thereon when so decided by the CICTE.
/
Documents

Summary minutes shall be kept of the meetings of the CICTE and shall record the day and time, the names of the representatives of the member states and other participants present, the matters discussed, the decisions taken, and any statement that the representatives may make for the record.

Final reports of meetings held by the committees, subcommittees, or groups of experts shall include, in summary form, the information referred to in the preceding paragraph.
/ 

Procedure for Participation


Since the rules are governed secondarily by the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council, CSOs may participate according to the same procedures as outlined for the Permanent Council.

Cooperation


The CICTE shall have the competence to establish relations with other technical, intergovernmental, nongovernmental, and intergovernmental organizations engaged in similar activities, with the agreement of the competent authorities. 
/
XI.2.
INTER-AMERICAN JURIDICAL COMMITTEE (IAJC)

The purpose of the Inter-American Juridical Committee (IAJC) is to serve the OAS as an advisory body on juridical matters; to promote the progressive development and the codification of international law; and to study juridical problems related to the integration of the developing countries of the Hemisphere and, insofar as may appear desirable, the possibility of attaining uniformity in their legislation.
/
Meetings

The Committee, by the affirmative vote of at least six of its members, may invite representatives or organs and agencies of a world or regional nature and of national agencies, whether official or not, to participate as observers in its discussions, if the Committee considers that this procedure can be useful for the better fulfilling of its task.  The expenses occasioned by the participation of observers shall be paid by the observers themselves or by the entities that they represent. Observers may take the floor upon invitation of the Chairman.
/
The Committee, by the affirmative vote of at least six of its members, may invite specialists in a particular matter to take part in the discussions on that matter, without the specialists having necessarily to be nationals of a Member State of the Organization, and if the invitation involves expenditures, the Committee shall make a request for funds.
/
The Committee, by the affirmative vote of at least six of its members, may invite representatives of bar associations, associations of professors of law, and entities that specialize in the study of international law, as well as jurists who specialize in the study of international law, to hold joint meetings with it during its meetings.
/   

Cooperation


The IAJC shall establish cooperative relations with universities, institutes, and other teaching centers, as well as with national and international committees and entities devoted to study, research, teaching, or dissemination of information on juridical matters of international interest.
/
XI.3.
INTER-AMERICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN RIGHTS (IACHR)

The principal function of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) shall be to promote the observance and protection of human rights and to serve as a consultative organ of the OAS in these matters.
/
Sessions


The sessions shall be confidential, unless the Commission determines otherwise.
/ 

Presentation of Petitions


Any person or group of persons or nongovernmental entity legally recognized in one or more of the Member States of the OAS may submit petitions to the Commission, on their own behalf or on behalf of third persons, concerning alleged violations of human rights recognized in, as the case may be, the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man, the American Convention on Human Rights, the Additional Protocol in the Area of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Protocol to abolish the Death Penalty, the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture, the Inter-American Convention on Forced Disappearance of Persons, and/or the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women.  The petitioner may designate an attorney or any person(s) to represent him or her before the Commission, either in the petition itself or in another form of writing.
/
On Site Observations


On-site observations shall, in each case, be conducted by a Special Commission named for that purpose.
/  


In extending an invitation for an on-site observation or in giving its consent thereto, the State shall commit itself not to take any reprisals of any kind against any persons or entities cooperating with or providing information or testimony to the Special Commission.
/

The Special Commission or any of its members shall be able to interview any persons, groups, entities or institutions freely and in private.
/
XI.4.
INTER-AMERICAN DRUG ABUSE CONTROL COMMISSION (CICAD)

The Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD) promotes the Organization of American States' fight against the illicit use of and traffic in narcotic drugs.
/
Meetings


The Commission may invite professionals and technical experts of recognized competence in the topics to be discussed at the Commission's meetings to attend as special guests. This may include making presentations to the meeting at the request of the Commission.  In addition, the Commission may invite NGOs that have a particular interest in a topic that is discussed at the Commission’s meetings to attend as special guests and to make presentations at the request of the Commission.
/
 


The sessions of the Commission shall be governed by its Statute, these Regulations and secondarily, by the pertinent provisions of the Rules of Procedure of the Permanent Council of the Organization of American States.
/
Documents


There shall be summary minutes of the regular and special sessions of the Commission which shall record the date and time, the names of the representatives of the member states and other participants present, the matters discussed, the decisions taken and any statement that the representatives may make for the record. For other meetings of the Commission such as those of its expert groups, a final report, including a record of the participants present and decisions taken shall be prepared for other meetings of the Commission.
/
Procedure for Participation


The procedure to participate is the same as that of the Permanent Council.
/
Cooperation


In conducting its activities and with a view to maximizing cooperation in and coordination of its work, the Commission shall collaborate, through such agreements and contacts as it deems pertinent, with technical, governmental, nongovernmental and intergovernmental agencies engaged in similar activities.
/
XI.5.
INTER-AMERICAN TELECOMMUNICATION COMMISSION (CITEL)

The Inter-American Telecommunication Commission (CITEL) is devoted to the development, extension and the strengthening of telecommunication services and networks.
/ 

Meetings


Plenary sessions at the Assembly and of the working committees shall be public.  However, if the chairman so provides or any representative Member State so requests, the session shall be private, and shall so continue unless the members participating in the session decide otherwise.  
Private sessions may only be attended by the heads of delegations of the Member States, the members of the delegations designated by those heads and such Secretariat personnel as the Chairman of the respective body may expressly authorize in each case. 
  All decisions taken by the CITEL Assembly in a private plenary session shall be announced at the next public plenary session. 
/   


Active Associate members may attend the public sessions of the CITEL Assembly as observers.
/ Associate Members may also be invited by the Permanent Executive Committee (COM/CITEL) to participate in its Working Groups because of a special interest or expertise in a specific topic pertaining to the mandate of the working group.
/

These observers may speak at the plenary session of the CITEL Assembly only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer, because of special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion.
/  


Any person or entity that is a recognized authority or that has a particular interest in the field of telecommunications may attend the meetings of the CITEL Assembly as a guest.  COM/CITEL will develop guidelines to determine qualifications for guests.
/

Guests may attend the plenary meetings and the meetings of the committees for the sole purpose of following the discussions.  However, they may take part in committee discussions only if they are requested to do so by the Chairman of the Committee and there is no objection from any Member State present.
/
Documents

Observers may provide written statements on such topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer. 
/
Distribution of documents to observers of the meetings of the Assembly shall be conditioned upon payment of a fee to cover the administrative cost of that category of observer's participation in the meeting.  This fee called a "participation fee" shall be equivalent to 15% of the "contributory unit" corresponding to an Associate member.  COM/CITEL may decide to exempt payment of the participation fee where CITEL is exempted from making similar payments to that observer, on the basis of reciprocity.
/

Guests shall not receive copies of contributions, papers or reports of the proceedings, unless COM/CITEL decides to provide the documents to a guest when it approves an invitation.
/
Procedure for Participation

Unless otherwise specified by COM/CITEL, any entity that wishes to participate as an observer in a meeting of the CITEL Assembly shall apply to attend, in writing, to the Chairman of COM/CITEL, at least sixty days before the anticipated opening of that meeting.  The Chairman of COM/CITEL shall consult such applications with the Members of COM/CITEL, and if they approve, the corresponding invitations shall be extended.
/
Individuals or entities wishing to participate as guests at a meeting of the CITEL Assembly should apply in writing to the Chair of COM/CITEL no later than 45 days prior to the scheduled start of the CITEL Assembly meeting.  The Chair of COM/CITEL will consult with COM/CITEL members, and, with their consent, extend the corresponding invitations unless the Government of the host country objects.
/  

Cooperation


The technical autonomy of CITEL includes competence to establish relations with other international organizations that participate in the development of telecommunications throughout the American States.
/
XI.5.A   PERMANENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES (PCCS)

Permanent Consultative Committees (PCCs) are established to help CITEL execute its 
mission.  Currently, there are two PCCs, one on Telecommunication Standardization, and the other on Radio-communications including Broadcasting.
/
Associate Membership


Associate Membership on a PCC is open to any recognized operating agency, scientific or industrial organization, or financial or development institution related to the telecommunications industry, that has legal personality, provided that the entity's Associate Membership is approved by the corresponding Member State of CITEL.
/  

Procedure for Associate Membership


Applications from entities wishing to become Associate members of a PCC must be forwarded to the corresponding Member State, together with an indication of the elected contributory unit and the pertinent information of a contact person to whom procedural information may be sent.  The corresponding Member State shall be responsible for examining and approving such applications based on such criteria or procedures for sponsoring Associate Members as it deems appropriate.
/

In the case of an organization, the application procedure for acquiring the status of Associate member of a PCC will be made to COM/CITEL.
/

Where appropriate, the corresponding Member State or COM/CITEL will notify the Executive Secretary of its approval of an application received from an entity or organization, indicating the elected contributory unit and the pertinent information of the contact person appointed by the entity or the organization to whom procedural information may be sent.
/  


The Executive Secretary will notify the requesting entity or organization of the decision taken with respect to its application and the procedures which Associate Membership entails.
/

The Executive Secretary will notify the Chairman of COM/CITEL and the Chairman of the respective PCC about the admission of the entity.  In the case of the admission of an organization, the notification shall be sent only to the Chairperson of the respective PCC.


A list of all entities and organizations granted Associate membership in each PCC shall be compiled and maintained by the Executive Secretary.
/  


An entity shall cease to be an Associate member in the event that approval is withdrawn by the corresponding Member State.
/
Meetings


A PCC may hold private sessions restricting participation solely to Members and Associate members.  The Chairman of a PCC, a Working Group, or an Ad Hoc Group may convene private sessions during a meeting at his discretion or at the request of a Member State.  However, on the basis of reciprocity, observer organizations may be invited by the Chairman to attend these private sessions, if there is no objection from a Member State.
/ 


Associate members of a PCC may fully participate in all the activities of that PCC with voice but without vote.  An Associate member shall also be entitled to participate in the work of any joint working group to which its PCC belongs, without being requested the payment of additional fees.
/

In order for an Associate member to speak on behalf and in representation of the corresponding Member State, he shall have been previously accredited as part of that Member State delegation, and be presented by his/her delegation before speaking, indicating that his/her verbal statements are in representation of that Member State.
/

Observers may speak at PCC meetings only when invited to do so by the corresponding presiding officer, because of a special interest or expertise in a specific topic of discussion.
/

Guests, or entities involved in telecommunications or a person with a specific interest in telecommunications may attend as a guest the meetings of PCCs, its Working Groups, and Ad Hoc groups.
/

Guests, with authorization from the Chair, and if there is no objection from a Member State attending the meeting, may make verbal presentations at the meeting.
/
Documents

Associate members may present technical papers and receive the documents of the PCC.
/
Observers may provide written statements on topics when expressly authorized or requested to do so by the presiding officer.
/
Guests, with authorization from the Chair, and if there is no objection from a Member State attending the meeting, may receive copies of the documents of the meeting and make verbal or written presentations at the meeting.
/
Papers, studies, decisions, and draft resolutions of a PCC which require the consideration of the CITEL Assembly shall be submitted to the Permanent Executive Committee at least four months before a meeting of the CITEL Assembly is held.
/
Procedure for Participation in the PCC

Each Associate Member has the right to participate in any of the meetings of the PCCs to which the Associate member is affiliated by sending one or more representatives.  To that end, Associate Members shall provide in writing to the Executive Secretary the names of their representatives before the opening of each PCC meeting.
/ 

Guests must request to the Executive Secretary in writing their interest to participate in a meeting at least 45 days before the meeting.  The Executive Secretary will inform the corresponding Chairman and the Member States that participate in the group.  If there is no objection, and on the instructions of the respective Chairman, the Executive Secretary will extend the corresponding invitation.
/  

XI.6.
INTER-AMERICAN COMMITTEE ON PORTS (IACP)


The purpose of the Inter-American Committee on Ports (IACP) is to serve as a permanent inter-American forum of the member states of the OAS, for the strengthening of hemispheric cooperation in the area of port-sector development, with the active participation and collaboration of the private sector. 
/
Participation

Each meeting of the Committee shall include an informal preliminary session with the heads of delegation of the Member States, an inaugural session, the number of plenary sessions required, and a closing session. In the case of a special meeting, the inaugural session may be omitted.
/
The plenary sessions of the IACP and the sessions of its subcommittees shall be open, unless in session it is decided otherwise.  The sessions of the working groups shall be closed, unless in groups it is decided otherwise.
/
Subject to prior authorization by the Chair of the Executive Board in consultation with the Vice-Chairs, and with the consent of the government of the host country, national or international governmental organizations or entities and persons of recognized standing in the matters to be considered may attend the meetings of the IACP as a special guest, provided they express an interest in doing so.
/
Special guests may speak in the meetings of the IACP when invited to do so by the respective Chair.
/
Special guests may participate in the meetings of the Executive Board in accordance with the above regulations.
/
Documents


The General Secretariat shall prepare summaries of the Committee plenary sessions and of the subcommittee sessions, as well as of the working group sessions if those groups so request.
  There shall be no summaries of discussions of the closed sessions of the IACP, or of the closed subcommittee sessions, but the General Secretariat shall record the names of the representatives present and the decisions adopted at those sessions.
/
Procedures for Participation


Requests to attend the meetings of the IACP as special guests must be presented to the Chair of the Executive Board directly or through the General Secretariat, at least fifteen days prior to the start of the meeting.
/ The General Secretariat shall extend the corresponding invitations.
/
XI.6.A   TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUPS (TAGS) 

The objective of Technical Advisory Groups (TAGs) shall be to provide technical advice to the IACP on specific aspects of hemispheric port-sector development.
/

Those port administrating and operating entities: academic, scientific, commercial, development, financial, and industrial institutions, and other organizations related to port-sector activities that have legal standing may participate in the TAGs as associate members, with the approval of the member state where the entity, institution, or organization has been incorporated or has its principal office. 
/
Meetings

The entities, institutions, or organizations that have been approved as associate members may fully participate in all the activities of the TAGs with which they are associated, with voice but without vote. 
/ 

Documents

Associate members may present technical papers and receive the documents of the groups with which they are associated in the TAGs.
/
The Chair of a TAG may present written reports, studies, and recommendations to the IACP through the Executive Board. These documents shall be sent to the Executive Board 90 days prior to the Committee meeting, so that the Executive Board may make its observations.
/
Procedure for Participation

Each member state shall, in writing, notify the Chair of a TAG of the names of the entities, institutions, or organizations it has approved for associate membership.
/
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