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AG/RES. 2154 (XXXV-O/05)

PROMOTION OF REGIONAL COOPERATION FOR IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
INTER-AMERICAN DEMOCRATIC CHARTER

(Adopted at the fourth plenary session, held on June 7, 2005)


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

CONSIDERING:


That the Charter of the Organization of American States establishes the importance of the promotion and consolidation of representative democracy with due respect for the principle of nonintervention;


That the Inter-American Democratic Charter declares that the peoples of the Americas have a right to democracy and their governments have an obligation to promote and defend it, and that democracy is essential for the social, political, and economic development of the peoples of the Americas; and


That representative democracy is an indispensable condition for the stability, peace, and development of the region;


RECALLING that democracy, social inclusion, social mobility, and economic development are interdependent and mutually reinforcing;


REAFFIRMING that multilateral cooperation plays an important part in support of national efforts to promote good governance and democratic principles and facilitates dialogue in the political, economic, social, and cultural spheres;


RECOGNIZING that representative democracy is reinforced and deepened by the continuous, ethical, and responsible participation of citizens in a framework of legality consistent with the corresponding constitutional order;


RECOGNIZING the importance of participation by civil society organizations;


AWARE that the peoples of the Hemisphere are entitled to fundamental freedoms, human rights, the respect for the dignity and worth of the human person, equal rights of men and women, and the promotion of social progress and justice and better standards of life;


AWARE ALSO of the need to provide the Organization with procedures that facilitate cooperation in complying with the standards and principles contained in the Inter-American Democratic Charter, so that it can contribute effectively to the preservation and consolidation of democracy in the countries of the Hemisphere;


ACKNOWLEDGING ALSO that the effective implementation of the Inter-American Democratic Charter is an ongoing objective of the peoples and governments of the Americas;


RECALLING ALSO that the promotion and observance of economic, social, and cultural rights are essential ingredients of integral development, economic growth with equity, and consolidation of democracy in the states of the Hemisphere; and


RECALLING FURTHER the work of other regional and subregional institutions and the need to coordinate with them,

RESOLVES:


1.
To entrust the Secretary General with presenting to the Permanent Council, in the near future, a report for its consideration and analysis that describes the manner in which the Inter-American Democratic Charter has been implemented since its entry into force in 2001.

2.
To instruct the Secretary General, after engaging in consultations with the Permanent Council, and taking into account the purposes and principles of the OAS Charter, in particular that of promoting and consolidating representative democracy, to devise proposals for timely, effective, balanced, gradual initiatives for cooperation, as appropriate, in addressing situations that might affect the workings of the political process of democratic institutions or the legitimate exercise of power, in keeping with the provisions of Charter IV of the Inter-American Democratic Charter, with respect for the principle of nonintervention and the right of self-determination of peoples, and to present those proposals to the Permanent Council.

3.
To reaffirm that the Secretary General may bring to the attention of the Permanent Council, in the exercise of the authority contained in the OAS Charter and pursuant to the Inter-American Democratic Charter, those situations likely to lead to action under the said Charters.
4.
To instruct the Permanent Council, for the purpose of facilitating regional cooperation to strengthen representative democracy and good governance, to consider, in cooperation with Governments, in an ongoing manner, initiatives to support these areas, in accordance with the provisions of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and with the circumstances surrounding democratic processes in the region, taking into consideration the Secretary General’s report and proposals, the efforts of other regional and subregional organizations, and the contributions of civil society in the context of Article 26 of the Inter-American Democratic Charter and resolution AG/RES. 1991 (XXXIV-O/04), “Increasing and Strengthening Civil Society Participation in OAS Activities”.


5.
To encourage the Working Group to Negotiate the Social Charter of the Americas and a Plan of Action, so that its work may serve effectively to strengthen existing OAS instruments on democracy, integral development, and the fight against poverty.


6.
To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly on the status of implementation of this resolution.













