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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING 
THE ASOCIACIÓN DE GRUPOS JUVENILES LIBERTAD (ASOLIBERTAD)
This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide information to member states of the Organization of American States on the civil society organization “Asociación de Grupos Juveniles Libertad (ASOLIBERTAD).”

It contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation submitted by this civil society organization (CSO) pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background


The Asociación de Grupos Juveniles Libertad (ASOLIBERTAD) is a private, nonprofit organization headquartered in Cali, Colombia. Its purpose is to provide support to young people in Communes 13, 14, and 15 of the Aguablanca District of Cali, in order to contribute to their social and cultural development. Said youth, who are living in precarious conditions in which employment and educational opportunities are limited, are offered this support from an Afro-Colombian ethnic perspective.


ASOLIBERTAD carries out its activities in the areas of social, economic, and cultural development, organization building, and the promotion of social harmony.  It pursues its objectives in two phases:  the first aimed at strengthening ASOLIBERTAD and the second, at implementing a model for youth training.

ASOLIBERTAD submitted its application on April 4, 2005.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment

Name of the Organization:
Asociación de Grupos Juveniles Libertad (ASOLIBERTAD)
Address:


Calle 11 No. 3-67 oficina 1005




Cali – Valle, Colombia

Telephone:


(572) 885 - 4676
Fax:



(572) 663 8510
E-mail address:


 HYPERLINK "mailto:postmast@manuela.org.pe" 
asolibertad@telesat.com.co
Contact Person: 

Luis Fernando Murillo
Date established:

December 23, 1994
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The main purpose of ASOLIBERTAD is to help disadvantaged groups, in particular young people from Communes 13, 14, and 15 of the Aguablanca District of Cali, Colombia.  This is done through the development of projects on organization building, economic development, social and cultural development, and research on youth. In this regard, ASOLIBERTAD’s areas of activity are related to those of the OAS in:
· Efforts geared toward the socioeconomic and cultural development of Afro-American youth through mechanisms for participation and the promotion of human rights, as well as the design of development programs to improve the quality of life of these communities.
· The presentation to national and international public or private entities of alternatives on how to relate to young people of African descent.
· The notification to public and private organizations of community initiatives and needs.
· The promotion, backing, and encouragement of productive, recreational, environmental, social, and cultural activities.
· The promotion of interaction among youth organizations for the joint implementation of activities. 
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
ASOLIBERTAD considers that its participation in OAS activities can help to make the young people in these communes and in the rest of the Hemisphere aware of the importance of inter-American cooperation and the political role of the OAS in achieving a higher level of development and improved living conditions. Likewise, ASOLIBERTAD can contribute to the OAS through:
· Promotion of participation by all social sectors in public policy in order to provide development opportunities to those most at risk. 
· Training of youth and youth organizations in the importance of the inter-American system and the political role of the OAS.

· Support, by means of information and field visits, for the Rapporteurship on the Rights of Persons of African Descent and on Racial Discrimination and other rapporteurships of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

· Guarantee of the participation of representatives in the activities of the OAS General Assembly and the Summits of the Americas, and follow-up of their mandates. 
5.
OAS work areas to which the CSO can provide support
ASOLIBERTAD offers to work with the OAS in the areas of human rights, social and economic development, strengthening of education, democratic participation, and promotion of culture and social harmony. It supports stronger ties between the OAS as an international organization, local governments, and civil society, to promote the rights of disadvantaged groups in Cali, Colombia. It will support the efforts of the OAS by:
· Strengthening of local governments

· Promotion of more effective human rights systems

· Enhancement of social stability and mobility, and establishment of a sound economic environment.

6.
Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter addressed to the Secretary General dated August 11, 2004

· Articles of Constitution

· Bylaws

· 2004 Annual Report

· Institutional mission statement
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