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ANALYSIS OF THE ELEMENTS RELATED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY (ACS) IN THE REGISTRATION PROCESS OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES 


This document was prepared by the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to provide Member States with information on the American Chemical Society (ACS) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities”.  The document contains the basic data and a list of supporting documentation presented by the American Chemical Society (ACS), in accordance with the aforementioned guidelines.

1.
Background 


The American Chemical Society (ACS) is a not-for-profit membership organization headquartered in Washington, DC which was founded in 1876 and established in 1937. The ACS membership is composed of more than 158,000 chemists, chemical engineers, and practitioners who seek to foster scientific inquiry and education, and promote appreciation for sciences.

The main goals of the ACS are to advance the chemical sciences, disseminate chemistry and chemical engineering awareness to the public, and support the chemical profession and its practitioners.  The ACS accomplishes these goals by publishing scientific journals and databases, fostering international exchanges of scientific personnel, organizing seminars and conferences, providing education, science policy and career programs in chemistry, and donating resources to economically disadvantaged institutions.  The ACS also serves as an organization for scientists, professionals, and academic institutions in the US and worldwide and maintains associations with other chemical society chapters in other countries.  In addition, the ACS has created and staffed a position dedicated to the management of Latin American Affairs and has developed resources available in the Spanish language.
The ACS funds its activities through its Publications Division and the Chemical Abstracts Service Division (CAS).  Other sources of revenue include grants and awards, insurance premiums, registration fees, membership dues, investment income.  The ACS also receives contributions from individuals and corporations such as PPG Industries Foundation, the Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation, Inc., and the Schering Plough Foundation, as well as the United States Department of Energy and the United States Environmental Agency (EPA).

The ACS submitted its application on February 15, 2005.
2.
Name, address, and date of establishment
Name:



American Chemical Society (ACS)

Address:


1155 16th Street, NW





Washington, DC 20036




United States of America
Telephone:


1-202-872-4088
Fax:



1-202-872-6317

E-mail address:


intlacts@acs.org

Website:


www.acs.org

Contact Person:


Flint Lewis

Chair of the Board 

Of Directors:


James Burke

Date established:

1937
3.
Primary areas of activity of the CSO and their relationship to OAS activities

The objective of the ACS is to promote the advancement of chemical sciences.  The ASC achieves its goals through conducting research in chemical science and industry, disseminating chemical knowledge, and promoting scientific interests and inquiry through meetings, reports, papers and publications.  The ACS can contribute to the OAS in the following areas:
· Promote equitable education opportunities and professional development in scientific fields;
· Foster appreciation for scientific and technological fields among civil society;

· Support the development of scientific and educational infrastructure in developing countries;

· Build networks among government, civil society, the scientific profession, academia, and the private sector to promote the development of scientific knowledge; and
· Promote the development of the chemical sciences and technologies for the benefit of society.
4.
CSO contributions that could be of interest to the OAS


The American Chemical Society is involved in a range of international and capacity and network development activities and programs that seek to advance the chemical sciences field.  The following ACS activities could be of interest to the OAS:

· Develop databases and disseminate educational information on chemistry and related sciences at all academic levels and to civil society through a comprehensive website;
· Organize international, national, and regional meetings and symposia to promote dialogue and the exchange of scientific information on a variety of issues related to the chemical sciences;
· Enhance ACS member understanding of trends and issues affecting the chemical enterprise in Latin America through holding the special symposium “The Chemical Enterprise in Latin America - Aspects of Doing Business in the Region”;
· Provide professional support to the members of the American Chemical Society and encourages the international exchange of scientists to promote collaboration among the scientific community;
· Design and implement partnership programs, such as the Global Instrumentation Partnership, which provides opportunities for chemists in Latin America to make use of advanced analytical facilities in the United States;
· Promote international professional partnerships through the International Initiatives Program which encourages exchanges between chemical scientists from selected countries and scientists from the United States;
· Encourage governments to take corrective action when violations of scientific freedom and human rights occur;
· Organize, in conjunction with the Society of Analytical Chemists of Pittsburgh, a delegation of scientists from Latin America to attend the PITTCON (Pittsburgh Conference & Exposition on Analytical Chemistry & Applied Spectroscopy) conference;
· Promote equitable scientific knowledge through Project Bookshare which collects chemistry textbooks and journals from donors and makes them available to libraries in developing countries; and
5.
OAS work areas to which the ACS can provide support


The American Chemical Society would like to support specific OAS programs relating to chemistry and the chemical sciences, in the context of broader thematic areas such as science and technology, gender equality, education, and economic development. The ACS has identified the following areas as those in which this CSO can cooperate with the OAS:
· Participate at preparatory meetings for the Summits of the Americas dealing with science and technology issues;

· Exchange information and expertise on chemically related topics of interest to the Office of Education, Science and Technology (OEST) of the Executive Secretariat for Integral Development (SEDI) to strengthen technical capabilities and programs in the hemisphere;

· Collaborate with the OEST on programs to enhance education (including teacher training) and professional development opportunities for chemists, chemical engineers, and chemical technicians in the region;
· Participate in the Meetings of Ministers and High Authorities of Science and Technology within the framework of CIDI;
· Contribute to the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) in strengthening capacities to identify indicators to track the chemical enterprise’s contribution to the region’s economic development;
· Support the Inter-American Commission of Women (CIM) by encouraging programs that foster the participation of women in the chemical sciences and by promoting equality in the workplace as outlined by Resolution AG/RES. 1853 (XXXII-0/02) “Implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality”; and
· Disseminate information to civil society, and particularly American Chemical Society members on OAS activities, the Summits of the Americas process, particularly with regard to mandates and hemispheric initiatives related to science and technology and chemistry.

6.
Documents submitted by the American Chemical Society  
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General (dated February 15, 2005)
· Constitution
· Charter

· Bylaws

· Financial Statements for 2003, 2004 (audited by Deloitte & Touche LLP) 
· Institutional Mission Statement 
· Annual Report for 2003, 2004
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