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SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE INTERNATIONAL CENTER OF JURIDICAL INVESTIGATION FOUNDATION (CIDIJ)
This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide information on the International Center of Juridical Investigation Foundation (CIDIJ).
It contains basic data submitted by the International Center of Juridical Investigation Foundation (CIDIJ) pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”
I. Background

The International Center of Juridical Investigation Foundation (CIDIJ) was created in 1995 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.  It aims to assist research for the development of legal and economic areas, particularly in connection with the Free Trade Area of the Americas (FTAA) process.

CIDIJ is an independent, nongovernmental organization that has the aim of promoting the integral social growth of the peoples of the Americas, through its academic activities in social, economic, and cultural areas, encouraging the participation of jurists, economists, lawyers, business people, and researchers in matters of civil, labor, and commercial law. 

The CIDIJ Foundation’s main work and research focuses on issues related to the FTAA, hemispheric security, drug trafficking, and money laundering. CIDIJ has carried out academic activities in conjunction with U.S. government agencies including the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Miami-Dade, the United States Coast Guard, and the Metro Dade Police Department Tactical Narcotic Team. It has also worked with Spain’s Council of the Judiciary, Constitutional Court, and Complutense University; and with Argentina’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The International Center of Juridical Investigation Foundation (CIDIJ) lodged its application on September 26, 2003.

II. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



International Center of Juridical Investigation Foundation

Address:


Sarmiento 552 Piso 13 C1041AAL





Buenos Aires, Argentina

Telephone:


(54–11) 4326 4822

Fax:



(54–11) 4326 4867

President:


Verónica Philips

Internet:


www.fundacioncidij.com

E-mail:



vephilips@hotmail.com

Date established: 

April 22, 2003

III. Primary areas of activity and their relationship to OAS activities

CIDIJ’s goal is to promote democracy through academic programs and juridical research, involving both the public and private sectors, in the fields of integration and economic development, combating the drugs trade, and hemispheric security in the Americas. Its work focuses on the following:

· Through academic activities, helping to uphold and strengthen the region’s democracies by encouraging and promoting civil society participation in the juridical development of their institutions.
· Encouraging juridical research and civil society participation in designing policies and implementing cooperation agreements in the area of environmental protection.
· Collaborating in the fight against corruption, the drugs trade, money laundering, and terrorism through regional and global conferences, and strengthening the cooperation systems for designing policies, creating and enforcing laws, and establishing and strengthening institutions.
· Promoting commercial integration and hemispheric and international free trade through studies and the dissemination of proposals for its development.
IV. CIDIJ contributions that could be of interest to the OAS:

The CIDIJ Foundation believes that its participation in OAS activities could assist the Organization’s work in the following areas: 

· Creation of academic spaces to uphold and strengthen democratic communities through civil society participation in the juridical development of their institutions and the Hemisphere’s economic development.

· Promotion of civil society participation in the enforcement of laws, agreements, and principles aimed at fighting corruption, with the aim of arriving at rules that encourage transparency in the public administration, thus fostering debate about the challenges faced by governments and societies.

· Support for tackling the drugs trade and money laundering through regional and global conferences, forums, and seminars dealing with the prevention of terrorism at the national and international levels.

· Execution of projects to encourage cooperation for the development of environmental protection policies, laws, and agencies. 

· Support for the OAS’s work on the Tripartite Committee (IDB, ECLAC, and OAS) in the FTAA process.

V. OAS work areas to which the CIDIJ can provide support:

CIDIJ will assist the OAS by supporting the work of its different political bodies and technical areas, strengthening and bolstering the programs it pursues in the fields of human rights, trade and economic integration, sustainable development, juridical development, strengthening the rule of law, preventing the drugs trade and money laundering, and the development of hemispheric security.

The CIDIJ Foundation will support the work of the OAS and its various organs as follows:
· Organizing seminars and meetings to create mechanisms for preventing and controlling terrorism, thus supporting the work of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE).

· Strengthening and fostering civil society participation as an instrument for research into juridical matters, integration issues, and human rights, in particular as regards the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR).

· Supporting the activities of the working groups and the future creation of a permanent civil society committee within the FTAA, thus creating a forum for the opinions of all the sectors involved in the process of hemispheric integration.
VI. Documents submitted by the CSO

· Letter to the Secretary General 

· Statutes
· Articles of incorporation, 2003

· Financial report, 2002, submitted to and notarized by Ricardo M. Bello, Notary Public of the Argentine Republic
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