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GUIDELINES FOR PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN OAS ACTIVITIES [CP/RES. 759 (1217/99)]

(Inter-American Bar Association)
SUMMARY OF INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PARTICIPATION O F THE

INTER-AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE ACCREDITATION

OF CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS WISHING TO PARTICIPATE IN OAS ACTIVITIES


This document was prepared by the Secretariat for the Summit Process to provide member states with information about the Inter-American Bar Association, pursuant to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99), “Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  It includes a summary and list of the various pieces of information and documentation presented by the Inter-American Bar Association in accordance with the provisions of the aforementioned guidelines.

1. Background

The Inter-American Bar Association (IABA) was founded in 1940 by a group of lawyers and jurists representing 44 professional organizations in 17 nations of the Western Hemisphere.  It now consists of more than 50 bar associations and more than 1,600 individual members.

The IABA constitutes an autonomous professional forum for the exchange of professional views and information in the interest of the rule of law and democratic institutions in the Americas. 

It submitted its application on March 20, 2003.

2. Name, address, and date of establishment

Name:



Inter-American Bar Association

Address:


1211 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.





Suite 202





Washington, D.C. 20036

Telephone:


(202) 466-5944





(202) 455-5946

E-mail address: 


www.iaba.org    iaba@iaba.org

President:


Raul Lozano Merino

Liaison Officer for the OAS: 
Henry St. Dahl, IABA representative

Date established:

1940

3. Primary areas of activity of the Inter-American Bar Association and their relationship to OAS activities

The Inter-American Bar Association pursues the following objectives:

· To establish and maintain relations among organizations of lawyers, both national and local, in various countries of the Americas; 
· To provide a forum for the exchange of views; 
· To advance all aspects of the science of jurisprudence, particularly the study of comparative law;
· To promote the uniformity of laws; 
· To disseminate knowledge of the laws of different countries of the Americas; 
· To promote the rule of law and the administration of justice through the establishment and maintenance of independent judicial systems in all countries of the Americas; 
· To preserve and defend human rights and liberties; 
· To guarantee to the peoples of the Hemisphere the free exercise of their civil and political rights under the democratic principles on which these nations were founded; 
· To meet in conference for the presentation and discussion of papers of the highest quality and for an exchange of views on matters of interest to lawyers in the Americas, their respective governments, and international organizations. 

4. Contributions of the Inter-American Bar Association that could be of interest to the OAS

The operational priorities of the Inter-American Bar Association are focused on:

· Trade laws

· Human rights

· Women’s rights and the rights of the child

· Legal procedures in the Americas

· Environmental laws

· Efforts to combat drug production and trafficking

· Telecommunication laws

· Inter-American Convention against Corruption

· Promotion of legal uniformity in the Americas

· Strengthening the rule of law in the Americas

5. OAS work areas to which the Inter-American Bar Association can provide support

The Inter-American Bar Association would like to strengthen its cooperation with: the OAS Permanent Council Committee on Juridical and Political Affairs, the Inter-American Juridical Committee, the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, the Inter-American Commission of Women, the Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission, and the Inter-American Telecommunication Commission. 

Among the principles and objectives the IABI shares with those bodies are the following:  promoting the rule of law and the administration of justice, providing a forum for the exchange of ideas, defending human rights and freedoms, and guaranteeing peoples of the Hemisphere the free exercise of their civil and political rights under democratic principles. 

6.
Documents submitted by the Inter-American Bar Association 
· Letter addressed to the Secretary General

· Certificate of Incorporation

· By-laws

· Institutional mission statement

· 2002 Financial Report

· Annual report to February 2003
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