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Santiago, April 3, 2000

Dear Sir:

PARTICIPA Corporation wishes to express, by way of this letter, its interest in registering with the Organization of American States so that it may attend meetings of OAS political bodies, including the Permanent Council and its committees and working groups, the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CEPCIDI), and OAS conferences.

PARTICIPA Corporation is a private Chilean public service organization that works to promote an informed, organized, responsible, and involved citizenry.  It also encourages cooperation among the various sectors of society:  state, business, and civil society.

PARTICIPA has a committed, interdisciplinary professional team with skill and experience in working with organizations and individuals and expertise in the use of innovative and specialized methods.

PARTICIPA gears its offerings, products, and services toward the promotion of citizen participation and consensus-building, by:

· Developing participation and consensus-building processes;

· Conducting training and technical assistance courses and workshops;

· Carrying out education campaigns;

· Conducting studies and research; and

· Providing advice on development and organizational management.

His Excellency

César Gaviria

Secretary General

Organization of American States (OAS)

PARTICIPA provides these services nationally and internationally, with the focus on Latin America

PARTICIPA's efforts are intended to promote more democratic, participatory, equitable, supportive, and tolerant societies.

The Corporation was formed in Santiago, Chile, in 1988.  Its statutes were approved by Supreme Decree 672 of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Chile, dated May 4, 1990.  PARTICIPA is located at Almirante Simpson 014, Providencia, Santiago, Chile.

The Executive Director is Mónica Jiménez de la Jara.  The Deputy Executive Director is Andrea Sanhueza Echeverría.  Both are legal representatives of the Corporation.

The Board of Directors of the Corporation is headed by Laura Novoa Vázquez.  The Vice Chairs are Miguel Luís Amunátegui Monckeberg and Jorge Andrés Richards Rojas.  The Treasurer is Fernando Irarrázabal Correa.  The Directors are Olga Mercado Villar and Carlos Plaza Valenzuela.

As mentioned above, one of PARTICIPA’s aims is to develop participation and consensus-building processes.  Since the Miami Summit in 1994, importance has been attached to including civil society in the pursuit of various mandates, and mechanisms have been created to encourage and bring about such participation.  For all those reasons, PARTICIPA has worked, and continues to work, on encouraging active and coordinated involvement by civil society organizations in the Summits of the Americas process.

For the Summit of the Americas in Santa Cruz, Bolivia, the FFLA coordinated a broad-based citizen survey at the local level in 23 countries.  More than 5,000 people were involved.  At the request of the FFLA, PARTICIPA served as the organizer for this process in Chile.  The resulting civil society proposals were submitted to the heads of state at a forum held prior to the Summit.

In addition, an inter-American seminar entitled "Public Participation for Sustainable Development" was attended by 120 people representing 27 countries (48 government representatives and 56 NGO representatives).  This Seminar gave rise to a proposal that later became a mandate to create an inter-American strategy for public participation.

PARTICIPA also initiated, and handled throughout the entire process, coordination with the Chilean foreign ministry and Summit authorities to channel the recommendations of civil society within the Santiago Summit context.

PARTICIPA drew on this experience and on its background in citizen involvement when, after the work plan for the Santiago Summit was approved and made public, it initiated consultations with civil society organizations for the Santiago Summit, in conjunction with the official process.

Two hemispheric meetings were held.  The resulting recommendations were included, almost in their entirety, both in the Declaration of Santiago and in the Plan of Action.  The recommendations dealt with:

· Strengthening civil society;

· The role of women in overcoming poverty and discrimination;

· Education for democracy; and

· The fight against corruption.

After the conclusion of the Santiago Summit, PARTICIPA, from May to December 1998, worked with organizations in the various countries on the follow-up to some of the items in the Plan of Action in Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Costa Rica, and Chile.  That initiative led to a final meeting.  The result was a proposal to foster active and organized involvement by civil society organizations, geared to the presentation of recommendations to the governments on various matters on the agenda for the next summit, which is to be held from April 20 to 22, 2001, in Quebec, Canada.  The proposal does not attempt to be representative of civil society participation.  The aim is for a broad spectrum of civil society organizations to understand the nature of the summits and join in preparations for the Summit in Canada.

The proposal envisioned three work strategies:

· Progress in implementing the mandate to strengthen civil society, and follow-up to that mandate.  This was carried out from September 1999 to March 2000 in Argentina, Colombia, Chile, Paraguay, Peru, and Uruguay.

· Creation of a web page that would provide information on the summits process to civil society organizations (CSOs) in the region and would promote constructive dialogue among CSOs in the countries and through existing networks, enabling CSOs to contribute proposals and recommendations to the summit process.  The web page has been in operation since March 2000.

· A national consultation process consisting of national forums and a final hemispheric meeting, enabling citizens (representatives of governments and of civil society organizations) to make recommendations to the governments on issues on the agenda for the next Summit of the Americas. This process has been under way since March 2000, and is now funded in five countries:  Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Mexico, and Peru.

We hope to be granted accreditation to the Organization of American States, so that we may continue to facilitate civil society contributions to the summit process.

The documents required for accreditation are enclosed herewith:

· Charter of the PARTICIPA Corporation 

· Certificate of Legal Status

· Amendment to Statutes (includes an institutional mission statement)

· Minutes of a Meeting of the Board of Directors:  Appointments and Assignment of Authority

· Recent Annual Report (includes sources of funding)

· Most Recent Financial Statement

· Sources of Funding

Sincerely,


Andrea Sanhueza Echeverría

Deputy Executive Director

PARTICIPA Corporation
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