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This document has been prepared by the Office of Summit Follow-up.  Its objective is to provide information on the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress [Fundación Arias para la Paz y el Progreso Humano].  It includes a summary and a listing of the information and documentation submitted pursuant to the Guidelines for Participation by Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.

1.
Background:


The Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress was established with funds received by the former President of Costa Rica, Oscar Arias Sánchez, for the Nobel Peace Prize in 1987.  Its mission is to provide assistance to the poorest sectors of the population and to promote research and study in areas related to the quest for peace and freedom.


It submitted its application on May 14, 2001.

2.
Name, address, and date of establishment of the organization:


Name:

Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress 


Address:
Paseo Colón, de la Toyota, 100 metros al norte



     
Calle 36, Ave. 1 and 3, Casa #119

Apdo. 8-6410-1000

San José, Costa Rica


Date: 

February 20, 1988

3.
Primary area of activity and its relationship to OAS activities:

To promote voluntary and politically independent participation by individuals in directly addressing their problems such as citizen participation, violence, and the proliferation of weapons.

4.
Contributions of the organization that are of interest to the OAS:


Since its establishment in 1988, the Arias Foundation has been involved in strengthening democracy, social justice, the defense of the rights of women, and socio-economic development, particularly in Central America and other regions, in order to create more peaceful and just societies.

5.
Identification of OAS areas of work:


Areas of work indicated for the Arias Foundation for Peace and Human Progress:
 

· Human rights: promoting equality and equity among women and children, strengthening the human rights of girls and adolescents, guaranteeing access by women to land, etc.

· Demilitarization and lasting security: strengthening peace and human security by disarming individuals, education for peace, and the settlement of disputes.

· Participation of civil society: strengthening citizen participation in non-profit organizations, and building capabilities that pave the way for the establishment of a democratic culture.

6.
Documentation submitted to the OAS:

· Statutes

· 1997-1999 Work Report (in English and Spanish)

· 1999-2000 Financial Statement (in English and Spanish)
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