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Dear civil society representative,

The General Secretariat of the Organization of the American (OAS) States extends its greetings and cordially invites you to participate in the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum in Preparation for the OAS General Assembly and the Fifth Summit of the Americas which will take place March 3-4, 2009 at OAS Headquarters in Washington, D.C. 
The goal of the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum is to stimulate discussion and the exchange of ideas among civil society organizations (CSO) that actively monitor OAS activities as they relate to the inter-American agenda and the implementation of Summits of the Americas mandates.  Furthermore, the goal of the Hemispheric Forum is to present the recommendations generated by civil society to OAS Member States in order to contribute to the work the Ambassadors to the OAS undertake in preparation for the Thirty-Ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly and the work of Summits’ National Coordinators in their preparation for the V Summit of the Americas. 

With the goal of assuring a broad thematic and geographic representation of the countries of the hemisphere, the General Secretariat of the OAS is pleased to announce that it will cover the costs of participation of a limited number of civil society representatives.  Civil society organizations that wish to be considered in the selection process should fill out the Travel Award Application – Civil Society Hemispheric Forum. The travel award will cover the cost of a round-trip, economy class flight from the city of origin to Washington, D.C. and hotel expenses for selected participants.
Those interested must apply before February 12, 2009 at 5:00 pm.  Incomplete applications will not be considered.  Special consideration will be given to civil society organizations registered with the OAS that are actively working on programs related to the Inter-American Agenda, the OAS, and thematic areas of the Thirty-Ninth Regular Session of the General Assembly and the V Summit of the Americas. 
If your organization does not require funding to participate, please fill out the Registration Form and send it via email to civilsociety@oas.org.  The agenda and other documents with important information regarding the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum will be amply distributed through the Department of International Affairs database and will also be posted online on the OAS Civil Society Website, Summits of the Americas Information System and V Summit of the Americas website.
For additional information, please refer to the civil society website at: www.civil-society.oas.org or contact the Department of International Affairs by telephone 202-458-3720, fax 202-458-6319 or email at civilsociety@oas.org. 

Best regards,

Irene Klinger




David Morris

Secretary for External Relations a.i.

Director, Summits of the Americas Secretariat

