Resolution from the Civil Society Hemispheric Forum In Preparation for the
OAS General Assembly and the Fifth Summit of the Americas

To the Host Government of the Fifth Summit of the Americas and OAS
Members States

Washington, D.C. USA.

March 4, 2009,

Resolution

Given that the Trinidad and Tobago Government has committed to the philosophy of
implementation of Summt mandates as host of the Fifth Summit of the Americas,

And in keeping the Inter-American Democratic Charter, especially Article 4 which
guides all activities and commit member states to “Transparency in government
activities, probity, responsible public administration on the part of governments,

And given that declarations of previous Summits, in particular, the Quebec Declaration

_ of the Third Summit which “welcome(s) and values the contributions of civil society,
including business and labor organizations, to our Plan of Action, and affirms that

openness and transparency are vital to building public awareness and legitimacy for our

undertakings.” o -

And Article One of the Quebec Plan of Action on Transparency and Good Governance for
making democracy work better which recognizes “that good governance requires
effective, representative, transparent and accountable government institutions at all
levels, public participation, effective checks and balances”

And in the interest of building mutual trust and mutual dialogue and the provision of
information to civil saciety to work effectively, ‘

Be it resolved that,

Civil society calls on the Host Government of the Summit of the Americas to release
today the updated version of the draft declaration of the Summit of the Americas so that
the civil society organizations attending this forum can provide timely, relevant, and
substantive recommendations. We also ask you to share with us your government’s
plans for civil society involvement at the Summit. We understand that there will be a



civil society forum on the 15t% and 16t and we insist that civil society set the agenda for
this forum in consultation with the Member States. We would also like to have access to
the agenda and procedures to participate in the dialogue with Foreign Ministers at the
Summit.

We the civil society organizations who sign this document have been participating in-

the entire process leading up to this Summit and we se€ our participation in the Summit

as the culmination of our efforts up to this point. We have made recommendations at

three sub-regional forums and the hemispheric forum in Washington, DC and we now -
" insist that these recommendations be included among the official documents of the

Summit.
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making democracy work better which recognizes “that good governance requires
effective, representative, transparent and accotintable government institutions at all
levels, public participation, effective checks and balances”

And in the interest of building mutual trust and mutual dialogue and the provision of
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Be it resolved that,

Civil society calls on the Host Government of the Summit of the Americas to release
today the updated version of the draft declaration of the Summit of the Americas so that
the civil society organizations attending this forum can provide timely, relevant, and
substantive recommendations. We also ask you to share with us your government's
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civil society forum on the 15t and 16t and we insist that civil society set the agenda for
this forum in consultation with the Member States. We would alse like to have access to
the agenda and procedures to participate in the d1alogue with Foreign Ministers at the
Summit.

We the civil society organizations who sign this document have been participating in
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