Draft Declaration of Commitment of Port of Spain: ‘Securing our Citizen’s Future by Promoting Human Prosperity, Energy Security and Environmental Sustainability’
Priority Areas & Commitments:

The Draft Declaration of Commitment presented by the government of Trinidad and Tobago on July, 2008 proposes governments commit to the following actions & activities related to three overarching topics; namely, Human Prosperity, Energy Security, Environmental Sustainability. 
Within these principal thematic areas it is possible to identify the following subtopics and themes:

	Promoting Human Prosperity

 (Paragraphs 5 to 29)
 
	1. Poverty Reduction and economic growth 

2. Labor and employment 

3. Food security 

4. Health 

5. Education 

6. Youth 

7. Culture 

	Promoting Energy Security

 (Paragraphs 30 to 38)
	1. Clean affordable, sustainable energy systems 

2. International cooperation and coordination to promote energy security & increase public awareness 

	Environmental Sustainability

 (Paragraphs 39 to 47)
	1. Conservation and protection of the environment

2. Climate change 

3. Natural disasters 

4. Environmental governance 

	Strengthening Public Security

(Paragraphs 48 to 50)
	1. Inter-American cooperation on Public Security
2. Crime and violence 

	Strengthening Democratic Governance (Paragraphs 51 to 57)
	1. Democratic institutions and transparency 

2. Protection and promotion of Human Rights 

3. Social Charter of the Americas 

4. Equity and Social Inclusion
5. Gender 
6. Institutional Strengthening of the OAS

	Strengthening the Summit of the Americas, Follow-Up and Implementation Effectiveness
	1. Financing the implementation of mandates

2. Reporting on implementation

3. Strengthening Inter-American institutions

4. Civil society and private sector partnerships


The commitments and actions proposed in these areas include:
Promoting Human Prosperity (Paragraphs 5 to 29)

1.  
Exchange information on policies, experiences and good practices in order to support national efforts to reduce social disparities and inequality, and halve poverty by the year 2015.  (Paragraph 6)

2.
Boost investment in energy, transport and communications infrastructure to attract additional private investment and promote business development. (Paragraph 7)

3.  Promote the movement of enterprises and workers from the informal to the formal sector.  (Paragraph 9)

4.  Work towards the elimination of administrative and bureaucratic barriers to the creation of new enterprises. (Paragraph 12)

5. Develop, harmonise and enforce intellectual property laws and regulations in order to safeguard works of innovation and creativity. (Paragraph 13)

6.   Take an active role, working in partnership with the international community, to develop and implement comprehensive policies and programmes to resolve the challenge of feeding people. (Paragraph 14)

7.   Adopt strategic actions to facilitate the implementation of the AGRO Plan 2015. (Paragraph 15)

8.  Provide essential social protection and universal access to quality healthcare, taking into account labour, environment, gender and social security policies, and increase public spending on health to at least 5% of GDP by 2015. (Paragraph 16) 

9.  Improve reproductive health, mental health services, and community-based health care. (Paragraph 20)

10. Take the necessary actions to improve the nutritional levels of all the people in the Americas by 2015.

11. Implement the International Health Regulations (2005) in order to address the spread of vector borne diseases, especially dengue. (Paragraph 22)

12. Commit to the goal of halting and reversing the spread of HIV/AIDS and other Sexually Transmitted Infections (STIs) by 2015. And reduce the incidence of mother-to-child transmission of HIV to less than 5% by 2015.  (Paragraph 23)

13. Improve early childhood care and education, primary education and teacher training in order to achieve universal primary education by 2010. (Paragraph 24)

14. Achieve a secondary education enrollment rate of at least 75% by the year 2010 and develop a gender-sensitive hemispheric strategy to reform secondary education and make it accessible to all children, especially those from marginalised groups, by 2015. (Paragraph 25)

15. Increase the tertiary participation rate to a minimum of 40 per cent by 2020.  (Paragraph 26)

16. Continue investing in youth wellbeing. (Paragraph 27)

17. Promote the use of ICTs in the education systems and public and business sectors, and widen access for households and communities. (Paragraph 28)

18. Nurture creativity and promote cultural industries. (Paragraph 29) 

Promoting Energy Security (Paragraphs 30 to 38)

19. Increase the contribution of renewable and low-carbon energy sources to meet a minimum of 50 per cent of national primary energy demands by 2050 at the latest. (Paragraph 30)

20.  Enhance energy efficiency and conservation. (Paragraph 31)

21. Recognize the potential of new and emerging technologies for diversifying the energy matrix. (Paragraph 33)

22. Develop and invest in new energy infrastructures. (Paragraph 34)

23. Promote clean energy. (Paragraph 35)

24. Ensure, by 2012, that the people of the Americas have universal access to accurate, reliable and impartial information on energy, environmental and climate change issues. (Paragraph 36)
25. Develop a strategy of cooperation by the end of 2011 at the latest that increase energy efficiency, diversify energy sources, minimise environmental impact, strengthen energy independence, and secure access to safe, affordable energy supplies for all, especially the poorest. (Paragraph 38)

Promoting Environmental Sustainability (Paragraphs 39 to 47)

26. Strength State’s mechanisms for the sharing of early warning information on natural disasters, for disaster planning and preparedness, and for managing and coordinating response and relief programmes following a disaster.  (Paragraph 40)

27. Develop, by 2011, a cooperation system within the Americas through which governments may collaborate, share information, develop models of good practice, and ascertain which areas of human settlement and sections of essential industrial and transport infrastructure are at risk, and to then ensure that they are either protected or relocated. 

28. Introduce stronger planning and zoning measures to ensure that any future residential, commercial or industrial developments are not located in vulnerable areas. (Paragraph 43)

29. Undertake a comprehensive review of the potential impacts of climate change for all the nations of the Americas by 2011, and to formulate national Plans of Action for the management and mitigation of these impacts. These national reviews will be used to inform the development of a Regional Strategy for the Management of Climate Change Impacts.  (Paragraph 47) 

Strengthening Public Security (Paragraphs 48 to 50)

30. Persevere in state’s efforts to prevent and combat terrorism and organised crime, in full compliance with the obligations under international law, including human rights, refugee and international humanitarian law. (Paragraph 48)

31. Direct the OAS, to continue in the preparation of a high level meeting of experts and authorities to develop a common approach to matters related to crime and violence and also to prepare a regional strategy to promote Inter-American cooperation in dealing with criminal gangs, giving special attention to young people.  (Paragraph 50)

Strengthening Democratic Governance (Paragraphs 51 to 57)

32.  Commit to conclude and adopt before the end of 2009, the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action. (Paragraph 54)
33. 
  Continue the development of the American Declaration in the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (Paragraph 55)
34. Continue mainstreaming gender into public policies and to strengthen the institutional mechanisms for the advancement of girls and women.  (Paragraph 56)

35. Improve the capacity of the OAS in its efforts to assist in enhancing peace and the democratic, social and economic stability of our region. (Paragraph 57)

Strengthening the Summit of the Americas, Follow-Up and Implementation Effectiveness
36.  Strengthen coordination of Ministerial meetings to improve implementation of commitments. (Paragraph 59)

37.   Hold a Summit regularly, every three years. (Paragraph 59)

38.   Increase the involvement of Ministers of Finance in the Summit Process. (Paragraph 61 – 62)

39.  Commit to encouraging the participation of civil society in the design and execution of development policies and programmes by providing technical and financial assistance to strengthen and build their capacity to participate more fully in the Inter-American System. (Paragraph 64)
